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FFAAMMIILLYY  CCHHAANNUUKKAAHH  BBRRUUNNCCHH  
HHOOSSTTEEDD  BBYY  TTBBTT  PPTTAA  

Sunday, December 14, 2025 - 11:30am - 2:30pm 
Games, Crafts, Food & Raffle Baskets 

$24 Adults/$12 Children 5-13 yrs. old (under 5 yrs. old are free) 
Children MUST be accompanied by an adult 

RSVP required by December 1st 
Late RSVPs cannot be accommodated/No Walk Ins 

Open to all Temple members and their guests 
Please bring donations of non-perishable food or new, unwrapped toys to help 

families in our community 
 

Questions? Contact Heather Lorenz and Robin Golub at 
 TBTChanukahBrunch@gmail.com 

  

CCIIRRCCLLEE  OOFF  FFRRIIEENNDDSS  
CCHHAANNUUKKAAHH  PPAARRTTYY  

  

SSuunnddaayy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  2211,,  22002255  
22::0000  ppmm  --  55::3300  ppmm  
TTBBTT  KKiidddduusshh  LLoouunnggee  

  

Food from Ben's! 
Music, Games & Menorah Lighting 

 

Please bring a $10 gift to exchange 
(per couple OR per person) 

 

$25 for members and $30 non-members 
 

Questions? Contact: 
Jenn – jschnitzer227@gmail.com – (516) 459-3096 

OOUUTTDDOOOORR  CCHHAANNUUKKIIAAHH  
LLIIGGHHTTIINNGG  SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE  

SSuunnddaayy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  1144  --  
CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss  CCoommmmiitttteeee  @@  55::0000  

MMoonnddaayy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  1155  --    
RReelliiggiioouuss  SScchhooooll  aanndd  BBNNTTYY  @@  77::1155  

TTuueessddaayy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  1166  --    
SSiisstteerrhhoooodd  @@  TTBBDD  

WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  1177  --    
  RReelliiggiioouuss  SScchhooooll  aanndd  PPTTAA  @@  66::1155  
TThhuurrssddaayy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  1188  --    
  BBiinnggoo  VVoolluunntteeeerrss  aanndd  CChhaaii  CClluubb  @@  44::3300  
FFrriiddaayy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  1199  --    
  BBeeffoorree  SSeerrvviicceess  @@66::5555  
SSaattuurrddaayy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  2200  --    
  BBrrootthheerrhhoooodd  @@  TTBBDD  
SSuunnddaayy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  2211  --    
  CCiirrccllee  ooff  FFrriieennddss  @@  55::3300  
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http://lifeafterlossandre.com.
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In every culture, light is a symbol.  To some, it 
is a symbol of wisdom, knowledge, and 
understanding.  To others it is a symbol of 
communication and friendship.  Others see it 
as a symbol of warmth and love. 
 

In Judaism, the most delicate, fragile ritual, 
that of candle lighting, is embedded in the 
fabric of Jewish life.  The lighting of candles 
marks a transition in our lives.  We light two 

candles just before the beginning of Shabbat and major Festivals to 
acknowledge the separation of Friday night through Saturday night or 
the Festival to celebrate.  The Havdalah candle we light at the end of 
Shabbat separates the holiness of the previous 25 hours from the 
coming ordinary days, about to begin another week of work. 
 

We light one candle five times a year to mark the yahrzeit of a loved 
one.  We light one shiva candle upon returning home after the funeral 
of an immediate family member, which burns seven days during the 
time of shiva, the first portion of a mourner’s period of grief; our 
transition of becoming a mourner and remembering our loved ones. 
Proverbs 20:27 expresses: “The life-breath of human beings is the 
lamp of the Eternal”.  We light a candle at these times not only to 
connect with the Well-Spring of life but also, as we read in Genesis 
1:3: “Let there be light” to help us transition from chaos to order. 
 

It is unique to Judaism that every major holiday/Festival begins with 
the lighting of candles to mark the transition from profane to sacred 
time.  Yet the reason for lighting of candles during the eight days of 
Chanukah is not to transition but to commemorate – to commemorate 
the event.  Ahh, two events – either, or, both.  We commemorate the 
military victory of the Maccabees over Antiochus – and, or, both, 
according to Talmud, we mark the miracle of the tiny cruse of oil that 
burned for eight days. 
 

For most of us, we follow the rule which came to us from the first 
century scholar: Hillel that we light one candle of the Chanukkiah on 
the first night, using the shamash.  Each night thereafter, we increase 
the number of candles by one, until we reach the eighth night.   We 
are increasing the light in our hearts and homes.  The minority opinion 
teaches to illuminate all the candles on the first night, decreasing one 
each of the eight nights.  This is according to the scholar Shammai. 
 

How is it that such a delicate flame hold so much importance for us, so 
much so that we have debated it, argued about it, adapted it and we 
fulfill the mitzvah every year?  And not just for us, but for all Jewish 
people for all time.  So dainty, so easily extinguished.  Why?  
Those tiny flames hold our history, they tell our stories, they retell our 
midrashim, they support us, they help write our on-going story and 
they remind us of our heroes and our humility.  
 

At a time when there is so much hatred towards the Jewish people, let 
us take a moment to remind ourselves of some miracles and heroes.  I 
encourage you to either discuss each of the eight “heroes” I am 
offering or research your own heroes to share each night of your 
lighting. 

 

The elderly Matthias who, in 166 BCE, gathered his five sons to 
ignite the spark of Jewish resistance against the Selecuids, which 
permanently changed the face of Jewish history. 
 

Judah Maccabee, the brave warrior and military genius who led 
his army to victory against seemingly insurmountable odds. 
 

Jeffery Hoffman, the first Jewish American in space.  Not only did 
he bring a small Torah scroll on his final mission reading from it 

on Shabbat while in orbit, he also brought a dreidel, which he spun in 
zero gravity, setting a record for the longest spin time.  Other Jewish 
astronauts brought ritual items in space, but it was Jessica Meir who 
wore Chanukah socks during her mission. 

 

Gal Gadot: Israeli actress.  Outspoken in her support for Israel, 
she began her speech at last years’ ADL conference: “My name is 
Gal, I am Jewish and I am Israeli. I refuse to hide my support for 

 Israel.” 
 

Eden Golan:  The Israeli singer Eden Golan sang the song 
October Rain written by: Avi Ohayon. Inspired by the terror attack 
in October 2023, Golan entered the song in the Eurovision 2024 

 competition. 
The chorus reads: “Every day I'm losing my mind  
Holding on in this mysterious ride 
Dancing in the storm 
We got nothing to hide 
Take me home 
And leave the world behind 
And I promise you that never again… 
I'm still wet from this October rain - October rain.” 

Seeing the phrase: “October rain” as being too politically controversial, 
Eurovision asked the composer to rewrite the song, replacing: 
“October rain” with “Hurricane”.  Receiving the second highest number 
of public votes, Eden won 5th place.  In Israel and in Jewish 
communities the song is titled: October Rain not Hurricane. 

 

Adam Sandler: American actor.  Famous for any one or all of his 
four updates to his: “The Chanukah Song” (a must). 
 

All those, in Israel, who were murdered or tortured and held 
captive since 7 October 2023. Their stories are being written into 
history books and seared into our hearts. 

 

All those who have fought for the security of the State of Israel. 
They include elected officials, soldiers, doctors, caregivers, 
volunteers who worked the civilian jobs of others so they could 
fulfill their tzav shmona (emergency call-up for army service), 

 musicians who composed deeply powerful music painfully 
 expressing the agony of an entire country and those world-wide 
 supporters who, in spite of global anti-Semitism continue to stand 
 with Israel.  
 

The delicate flames of the Chanukkiah will always inspire me.   
I am inspired by the heroes in our lives even though there are those 
who continue to fight against us.  I am inspired by the increase of 
miracles even though, at times, they are not evident. 
 

Judaism shares all the symbolism of light with many cultures, as a 
symbol of wisdom, knowledge, communication, friendship, warmth and 
love.  What Judaism adds, that makes our relationship to light unique 
is its symbol of transition, commemoration, life, hope. Afterall, it was 
Leonard Cohen who wrote: “The world is broken, that is how the light 
gets in.” 
 

Through the dainty, fragile light of Chanukah we remind ourselves of 
our strength.   
 

Our history reads like a masterclass in resilience.   
 

Chanukah sameach! 
Rabbi Janise Poticha 

RABBI’S MESSAGE 
Rabbi Janise Poticha 
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NOTES FROM OUR CANTOR 
Cantor Rica Timman 

As the days grow shorter and the nights 
stretch long, our community at TBT begins 
to glow with anticipation. The season of 
miracles is here — and with it comes the 
joyful return of our music-filled and light-
filled Chanukah Shabbat programming! 
 
On Friday, December 5th we begin with 

laughter, little voices, and tiny dancing feet at Chanukah Tot 
Shabbat at 5:30 PM. Our youngest members and their 
grownups will gather to welcome Shabbat and Chanukah 
together with songs, stories, and the sparkle of shared light — 
a perfect way to begin this holiday season! 
 
On December 19th, we’ll bundle up and make our way 
outdoors at 6:55 PM to the corner of Jerusalem and Oakfield 
Roads, where our large community Chanukiah stands tall 
against the winter sky. There, weather permitting, we’ll join in 
lighting the electric ‘flames’ that connect us to Jews around 
the world — a beacon of hope, resilience, and joy. 
 
But the glow doesn’t end there! At 7:15 PM, the celebration 
continues in our Social Hall, where families and friends will 
gather, chanukiot in hand, to light the candles for the sixth 
night of Chanukah. Imagine hundreds of tiny flames dancing 
together — reflections of our shared faith and warmth. We 
encourage everyone to come dressed for the occasion in their 
most festive Chanukah sweaters, cozy pajamas, or colorful 
attire. Bring your chanukiah and seven candles, and be ready 

to lift your voice in song as we fill the room with light and 
laughter. 
 
Then, as the candles flicker behind us, we’ll move into 
the Sanctuary for a truly uplifting Shabbat and Chanukah 
service. The music of our Adult Choir, B’nai Shir Choir, 
and Shabbatones Band will surround us, building to a 
joyous songfest of Chanukah favorites that’s sure to have 
everyone clapping, singing, and smiling. We’ll conclude that 
night with a festive oneg including latkes, games, and more. 
It’s a night where spirit, song, and community intertwine — a 
celebration that embodies the very heart of TBT. 
 
And the joy continues throughout the week! Keep an eye out 
for our daily outdoor Chanukiah lightings, led by the various 
arms of our congregation, as well as the much-anticipated 
return of the PTA Chanukah Brunch on Sunday, December 
14th — a delicious, family-friendly favorite you won’t want to 
miss. 
 
So come join us as we kindle the lights, lift our voices, and 
share in the warmth of this miraculous season. May the long 
nights of December shine bright with laughter, love, and the 
glowing spirit of our TBT family. 
 
Chag Urim Sameach! 
Cantor Rica Timman 

WOULD YOU LIKE A BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY, TRAVEL, etc., BLESSING?  
 

You can arrange for a blessing for any Friday night.   
 

Call the Temple office - 516-221-2370 
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Last month we changed the clocks, but it still feels like I am getting used to the early sunset.  I am grateful for 
Chanukah, where we are lucky to have extra light to push away the darkness. 

 

Every time someone learns something new, wrestles with a piece of Torah, or shares a family ritual, we add to that light. Each time 
we increase the light, we deepen our connection to who we are, where we come from, and the values that guide us. This 
Chanukah, we are lucky enough to have the opportunity to slow down, to really take the time to appreciate the flickering lights.  It's 
a chance to recognize the miracles, great and small. 
 

Each day is a gift, each opportunity to bring light to darkness is a blessing.  This month, on December 19,  we have the chance to 
gather together for our annual Chanukah Shabbat Service.  Bring your family’s Chanukia, your menorah, and some candles and 
celebrate with us.  It's a chance to sing together, to sit together and appreciate the lights we each bring to our sanctuary.   Wishing 
you a month filled with love and light. 
~Sheryl 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

Four of our Hebrew High School students represented TBT 
at the NFTY Collab at the URJ Greene Family Camp in 
Bruceville, TX  which took place Nov 7th -10th. The four 
TBT representatives had an amazing and inspiring time and 
look forward to participating in future events. 
 
Pictured left to right:  Alex Kohn, Lila Minkowsky, Maddie 
Rothstein, Rose Fioribello  

Above: Consecration Ceremony for the newest Religious School 
students took place at the Erev Simchat Torah Service on Oct 14th. 

Below: 6th Graders receive their Siddurs signifying the start of 
their Bet Mitzvah preparations at Erev Shabbat service on Oct 24th.  

RReelliiggiioouuss  SScchhooooll  MMiilleessttoonneess  
aanndd  AAcchhiieevveemmeennttss  
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PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE 

NOMINATING COMMITTEEE  
BEING FORMED TO 

SELECT THE  
2026-2027 BOARD OF 

TRUSTEES 
If you are interested in 
joining this important 

committee, please email 
 

president@temple-bnai-torah.org 

Would you like to join the 
COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 

WEBSITE TEAM? 
We are looking for a few people to join our 
small team to be responsible for updating our 
website.  
 

Interested in learning 
more? 
 

Contact Scott at 
tbtscottkohn@gmail.com 

Help Wanted 

As we approach Chanukah this year, I 
find myself reflecting not only on the 
miracle of the oil, but on the deeper  

miracle of resilience, compassion, and community. While we 
often think of Chanukah as a celebration of light, it is also about 
kindling hope even when the odds seem impossible. And this 
year, that message feels especially timely. 
 

Chanukah 2023 was a dark time. We were deeply worried about 
Israel and about the over 200 hostages still in captivity. In an 
attempt to bring light to the world and to share in the miracle of 
Chanukah, our temple did something especially meaningful. 
Each attendee at the Chanukah service received a card with the 
name of a hostage held in Gaza. It was a simple gesture, but for 
many of us, it became deeply personal. We didn’t just hold a 
name, we held a life, a story, a soul. That night, we lit candles 
with that person in mind. We shared the festival in their honor 
and we prayed that one day we’d see ‘our hostage’ home with 
their family. When the hostage I had “adopted” was later 
pronounced dead, I mourned as if I had lost a friend. Just two 
months ago, I watched in joy as others in our community 
rejoiced at the release of ‘their hostage’. The emotional weight of 
those moments, both the grief and the joy, reminded me of the 
power of human connection.  
 

This is what our community does best. We care. We carry each 

other’s burdens and celebrate each other’s joys. In a world that 
often feels broken and dark, our temple has become a sanctuary 
of light. Whether it’s through acts of kindness, shared meals, or 
simply being present for one another, we embody the spirit of 
Chanukah all year long. 
 

Chanukah 2025 looks very different from Chanukah 2023. The 
living hostages are home, and at the time of my writing, there is 
a tenuous ceasefire. This December, as we gather to celebrate 
Chanukah, let’s remember the hostages whose names we held 
close since 2023. Let’s honor their memory and their survival by 
recommitting ourselves to compassion. Let’s recognize the 
miracle of our community, a place where empathy thrives and 
the light never goes out. Let’s carry that light outward, into a 
world that desperately needs it. 
 

May this Chanukah be filled with meaning, memory, and the kind 
of light that never burns out. 
 

“What is the memory that's valued so highly, that we keep it 
alive in that flame? What’s the commitment to those who have 
died, when we cry out they’ve not died in vain? We have come 
this far, always believing that justice will somehow prevail. This 
is our burden, this is our promise, and this is why we will not fail. 
Don't let the light go out!” ~Peter Yarrow. 
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“A nation reveals Itself not only by the 
men it produces, 

but also by the men it honors, the men it remembers.” 
-John F. Kennedy 

 

Honor Flight Long Island is an opportunity to honor our 
veterans who served in the World War II era, the Korean War 
era, or the Vietnam War era. All veterans who served in these 
eras are eligible to participate. Our own Howard Walowitz, an 
Army veteran, recently went on the Honor Flight from 
MacArthur Airport to Washington DC. The flight is an 
opportunity to visit the memorials in Washington DC and in 
Arlington as a group, and to be honored for their service. 
Guardians are trained volunteers who accompany the veterans 
to ensure their needs are met and they fully enjoy their 
experience.  
 

Honor Flight also honors deceased veterans and their surviving 
family members with “Flags of our heroes”. The deceased 
veteran’s picture and their contributions are shown, on the 
Honor Flight and during the trip, to all the veterans and 
guardians. When the flight returns to Long Island, the family of 
the deceased is honored with a flag presentation and a military 
salute. Temple Emanuel of East Meadow member Seth 
Dinsky’s father, William, a World War II Army Air Corp veteran, 
was honored on November 2nd in South Florida. Seth was 
presented with a flag and salute by a military honor guard. 
 

If you are a veteran who served in one of three eras above, or if 
you have a deceased parent, grandparent, or relative who did 
not go on an Honor Flight nor has been honored by “Flags of 

our heroes” or if you would like to inquire about serving as an 
Honor Flight Guardian, please reach out to me. I can help 
connect you with Honor Flight. To all our veteran members of 
TBT, I say “Thank you for your service!” 
 

We had an excellent Congregation Breakfast recognizing our 
new members of TBT on November 9th during new members’ 
weekend. Thanks to Scott Kohn for planning and advertising 
the event along with Les Richards, David Kaminsky and 
Michael Horwitz for obtaining food for the event. Thank you to 
The Temple Membership Committee for their involvement and 
support of our new members who attended the breakfast. 
Thanks also to our kitchen staff of Eric Altman, Mark Chasen, 
Rob Meyerson, Richard Tepper, Cory Azriliant and Dan 
Feldman for preparing our food. Thanks to Brian Levy for 
running our 50/50 raffle and to Scott Kohn and Evan Katz and 
Anony Baroukh for handling payments for the event. 
 

We had a very successful evening of dinner and entertainment 
at our semi-annual Brotherhood Membership Meeting. Our 
guest speaker was Peter Schwartz, a sports anchor for WFAN 
who also covers Long Island sports. Scott Kohn arranged our 
entertainment. Dave Kaminsky planned our delicious dinner 
and Les Richards handled communications. Thanks to our 
Brothers who came early to set up and then clean up after the 
event. The cost of the event was free for all paid-up 
Brotherhood members.  
 

Happy Chanukah! Happy New Year 2026! 
Victor Wurtzel, Brotherhood President 
 

BROTHERHOOD NEWS 

Circle of Friends Fall Outing 10/26/2025—
Exploring the Shoppes at Milleridge Village & 
Lunch at the Broadway Diner 

Sisterhood Paid Up Dinner 
10/21/2025 

mailto:xword15%40aol.com?subject=
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Antisemitism:  
Past and Present 

Rabbi Poticha will offer sessions about modern 
manifestations of antisemitism and attempts to 
combat it  

Sunday Mornings, December 7 and 21,                     
and January 11 at 10 am 

2900 Jerusalem Ave, 
Wantagh, NY 11793 

http://tbtwantagh.org
http://tbtwantagh.org/donations-2/
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Snowflakes, Chanukah Menorahs glowing in the dark, dreidels spinning and smiles everywhere.  Happy December 
and the TBT Sisterhood has had a great 2025.  We have had so many programs, fundraisers and have helped our 

temple in so many ways.  Please join us at our annual Chanukah sale in the lobby on December 7th.  There will be gifts for 
everyone in your family and your holiday needs.  All classes will visit the sale.  There are so many great things coming in 2026.  
Can’t wait!!!! Save the date, March 14th for our big Sisterhood Fundraiser.  Have a wonderful holiday season.  See you soon. 
Love, hugs and snowflakes, 
Joni Christie 

SISTERHOOD NEWS 

In November, we had our joint Shabbat Service with Chai Club.  Members from both groups participated in 
leading parts of the service.  Additionally, the service remembered, Kristallnacht, the Night of Broken Glass, a 
pogrom on November 9-10, 1938 in Germany. We also honored our Veterans. 

 

Our November activity was a Ceramics Painting Workshop on November 18 at Time Flies Ceramic Studio in Seaford.  All who 
attended had a wonderful time. 
 

We are all looking forward to our Chanukah Party which will take place at the Temple at 2:00 pm on December 21st.  Catering from 
Ben’s Deli. 
 

We can’t wait for Game Night, Saturday, January 17th, our very popular program that is always an enjoyable night for all. The flyer 
for this will be out soon, in the Scroll, TBT Voice and Facebook. 
 

You can still send a $10.00 refundable check to reserve your tickets for Beautiful at the Argyle Theatre, Babylon in June. 
 

Hope to see you at the Chanukah Party. 
 

Regina White Chereskin (rtwctbt@gmail.com) & Joan Levy (sea1983jl@gmail.com) 
Co-presidents 
 

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS 

 

Temple B’Nai Torah’s Annual 

SSiisstteerrhhoooodd  CChhaannuukkaahh  SSaallee  
SSuunnddaayy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  77tthh,,  99  aamm  --  1111::3300  aamm  

IInn  tthheeTTBBTT  LLoobbbbyy  
Contact Maryann Gross with any question 

mtgross68@gmail.com 
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Shalom, PTA Families,  
 

Chanukah is quickly approaching (how is the year almost over?) 
and the PTA has been very busy! We had a successful Pasta 
Fundraiser in October as well as our newly revamped Sugar 
Cookie Menorah Sales wrapping up at the end of November. 
These yummy treats will be distributed on Sunday, December 
14th!  
 

Our Chanukah Brunch committee is working hard to prepare for 
our largest fundraiser of the year which will be on December 
14th directly after religious school dismissal. We hope you have 
all submitted your RSVPs and are bringing your families! Not 
only will there be delicious food (latkes of course!) and dessert 
(jelly donuts of course!), but there will be music, games, prizes 
and craft activities for all! If you would like to donate a basket for 
our Chanukah Raffle, please reach out to Amanda Bernstein at 
berniemama17@gmail.com.  Also, don’t forget to shop at Five 
Below in Levittown from November 30th to December 7th. You 
will need to bring the flier with you to the store. You can buy 
Chanukah gifts for the kids or grandkids as well as purchase a 
toy to donate to our Holiday toy drive. You can also make a 
themed basket of fun inexpensive items to donate to the 

Chanukah Brunch all while supporting our children’s religious 
school education here at TBT! Also, don’t forget to buy tickets 
for you and your family to come see TBT Jr Player’s 
performances of “Into the Woods Jr.” on December 6th, 7th and 
13th!  The children have been working so hard so they wish for 
you to come into the woods and help them on their journey!  
 

Our next PTA meeting is Sunday, December 7th at 9:15 am in 
the Youth Lounge where we will discuss last minute Chanukah 
Brunch items and also start the planning for our upcoming 2025 
events, such as Pizza, Prayers, and PJs Game Night for grades 
5-12 on January 24th, 2025 and the Pickle Me Pete Fundraiser 
(in February near Superbowl). It is never too late to become a 
PTA member, attend a meeting and get involved so we hope to 
see you there! 
 

We wish you a very Happy & Healthy Chanukah and a peaceful 
and rejuvenating holiday and school break. See you in 2026! 
 

Happy Chanukah! 
Wendy Shatz & Jessica Katz 
TBT PTA Co-Presidents 

PTA UPDATES 

Juli Grey-Owens, CEO of Gender Equality New York returned for The 
Language of Gender Part 2. 

During this informative and important program, Juli helped participants 
continue to explore the world of gender by defining key concepts, 
sharing personal experiences and providing a deeper understanding of 
the gender expansive community. For resources/information email. 
contact@genderequalityny.org 

The Language of 
Gender Part 2      

10/22/2025 

Sisterhood Crafting—with Heart! 

Sisterhood fed both Body and Soul with 2 meaningful events 
this fall: with Creative Cupcake Decorating on 10/29/25 
and “I Found a Quilted Heart” on 11/3/2025. The Quilted 
Heart community of volunteers create and place small quilted 
hearts around the globe to spread love and happiness.  
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Our November Paid Up Member Luncheon was a rousing success.  We shook things up a bit by having 
a luncheon on a Sunday instead of the usual dinner on a Monday, but the people who attended enjoyed 

both their meal and their company.  We send a thank you to the committee that planned and executed the day so beautifully.  
They were Sharon and Ben Cernese, Joan and Brian Levy, Lynne Happes and Debbie and Artie Schlessinger.  Additional thanks 
to our very own Chai Tones for entertaining us with your musical interludes throughout the day. 
 

The temple’s “theme” this year is Llama.  This word is pronounced much the same as the Hebrew word for WHY.  The hope is that 
people will start to think about why they are members of a temple and why TBT.  It has become clear to me that an individual’s 
WHY will change over the years as circumstances in their life change.  Les and I originally joined a temple so our oldest child 
could attend Hebrew School.  At the time, we joined Temple Judea because we lived across the street. Les and I have since 
moved twice, most recently a half hour away to Commack, there is a different Reform Congregation across the street, and our 
children are all adults.  This year in July we continued our membership because Les and I were currently very involved in positions 
of leadership and committees.  But our WHY changed just a few weeks into the fiscal year when Les was diagnosed with cancer 
and needed multiple surgeries with lengthy recoveries.  We are lucky that he is now cancer free, but we also found out how 
fortunate we are to be a part of such a wonderfully caring Jewish community.  We thank TBT for the prayers that were said, for the 
phone calls, texts and emails we received, for the advice (RDBN: “Worry in order”) and stories you shared (so many had gone 
through the same thing), for the gifts that were sent, but most of all for the offers of support and help when we truly needed it.  It 
gave Les time to heal and both of us the strength to stay positive and focus on his recovery.  This community is so special, and we 
are so blessed to be a part of it.  Thank you, all of you. 
 

On December 8th, please join us as James Coll will speak with us about the US Constitution and how our courts will continue to 
blend original text with current reality. 
 

We hope you will enjoy this interesting program and we look forward to seeing you.   
 

We hope you are blessed with a Chanukah full of light, joy and peace. 
Janis and Judy 

CHAI CLUB 

 

CChhaaii  CClluubb  PPaaiidd  UUpp  MMeemmbbeerr  
LLuunncchheeoonn  1111//66//22002255  
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Social Action/Social Justice Committee 

 

Happy Chanukah from the entire Social Action/Social Justice Committee! 
 

The Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism reminds us to consider the Ner Shel Tzedakah, the candle of righteousness, 
when planning our Chanukah celebrations. This project encourages people to devote the sixth night of Chanukah to learning 
about the problem of poverty. Think about the value of the gifts that may otherwise have been exchanged on the sixth night and 
donate their value, or the gifts themselves, to organizations that assist the poor (https://rac.org/ner-shel-tzedakah). Poverty 
effects so many aspects of a person’s life: food insecurity, access to health care, adequate clothing, education, housing, etc. 
With this in mind, find the organizations that inspire you and your family and consider dedicating the sixth night of Chanukah to 
their support. 
 

Quick update to our High Holiday Food Drive: A total of 841 pounds of food was delivered to Island Harvest as a result of the 
generosity of our TBT community! Yasher Koach! Unfortunately, this is a particularly difficult time for those struggling with food 
insecurity. Food pantries are struggling to keep their shelves stocked to address the increased need. Please remember to bring 
non-perishable (and not yet expired) food items whenever you come to TBT. There is a collection box near the Kiddish Lounge. 
Donations will be distributed to local food pantries. 
 

Our Winter Coats and Accessories Collection started last month and continues through February 15. The new or gently used 
coats, jackets, sweaters, hats, scarves, gloves, boots and children’s winter pajamas you donate not only keep children and 
adults warm during the cold winter months, but they also increase their chances of staying healthy during the winter. 
 

Last month’s Frozen Turkey Drive, which included donations of Thanksgiving related foods, made it possible for many of the 
families on Long Island, who otherwise would have been struggling for the Thanksgiving Holiday, to prepare a special family 
dinner celebration. Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Once again, we will be holding our annual Holiday Gift Drive. The drive begins this month and runs through December 20. This 
year we are partnering with the Mid-Island Y JCC who will be delivering holiday gifts to OHEL Children’s Home and Family 
Services. Items received by Dec. 14 will be delivered in time for Chanukah gift giving. Items received after Dec. 14 will be 
delivered to other local agencies. See the flyer in this issue for details. 
 

For our fellow congregants: This can be a particularly difficult time for families struggling with financial stresses. If you are in 
need of support and could benefit from any of the above initiatives, please let the TBT Mitzvah Makers (agneidle@gmail.com) 
know and strictly confidential arrangements will be made. 
 

TBT’s Climate Action Plan for 2026 Preparation for our Native Plants Demonstration Garden has been completed and planting 
will be done in the Spring. If you are interested in participating in this project, please let us know. Watch for details about a 
Native Plants presentation to be held this winter. 
 

The Garden at TBT’s growing season has ended and its beds are tucked in for the winter. Watch for announcements of a mid-
winter meeting and the start of our seventh growing season in March 2026! 
 

We always welcome new members and welcome your input! Our next meeting will be  
Wednesday, December 17 at 7:00 p.m.. (ZOOM) For information about SA/SJ, the Garden at TBT, or any of our projects, 
contact Rona at: ronakauffman@yahoo.com, Jason at jaynew4@gmail.com or Jayne at jturtle54@msn.com 

Earth Sustainability Tip Series: Help Our Planet Every Month!  
 

December Tip: 
Choose sustainable pet toys. Eco-friendly dog toys made from natural materials (like rice husk, rubber, and 
hemp) or recycled materials (like old t-shirts) are safer options than those made from plastic. 
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Shalom From Youth Group! 
 

Members of MNTY, BNTY JR and BNTY had a great time at ACTIVATE.  Almost 30 members competed in many different rooms 
with different games and many different levels.  Everyone had a great time and some left with merchandise.  We will add this 
location to our list of events for the future! 
 

Thank you to all members that assisted in decorating the Sukkah. 
 

I want to thank Eli Katz for running the teen High Holiday services.  I know that our Presidents, Rose Fioribello and Samual Brown, 
assisted as well.  I am very happy they were able to take on this responsibility. 
 

Maddie Rothstein and Marisa Plavin ran a rather intense program called Post Secrets.  BNTY Members had the chance to 
anonymously share things that were on their minds.  BNTY is a safe place where members can be themselves.  It provides a non-
judgmental environment that can be so important for today’s teens. 
 

Be on the lookout for upcoming meetings and events.   
Sincerely, 
Mark Derwin 
Youth Director 

YOUTH GROUP 

 

Attention All Mah Jongg Players 
 

Now is the time for you, your friends, and neighbors to order your 2025 Mah Jongg cards. 
 

 
 

Complete your order form and return it with your check made out to:  
 

Temple B’nai Torah Sisterhood and mail it to:  
Lynne Happes 

3679 Libby Lane 
Wantagh, NY 11793 

Deadline: December 31, 2025 
 

For more information, call Lynne at (516) 735-8162 or E-mail mnmmom10@aol.com 
To order by mail, just include the following information: 

 

Number of 2026 Mah Jongg cards wanted: 
 

_______ Small Print @ $14.00 
_______ Large Print @ $15.00 

 Total number ordered    
 

Amount                    Check number:   
Name: _______________________________________________________________ 
Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
Phone Number: ____________________ E-mail Address ___________________ 

 

Sisterhood thanks you in advance for your order. 
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 TORN: Film Screening at Temple B’nai Torah 
 

Monday, 27 October Temple B’nai Torah hosted the screening of the documentary film:  Torn: The Israel-Palestine Poster 
War on NYC Streets, with the film maker in attendance.  If you joined us, you know how memorable was the evening.  The 
film powerfully documented the need to publicize the tragedy of the hostages kidnapped by Hamas terrorists, on posters and 
those who sought to desecrate the posters. 
 

The interviews with the Israeli artists who conceived of and designed the posters documented the desperate need to 
humanize the hostages.  The posters were a vehicle to do something and real for the hostages and their families. I know from 
my personal experience with the Hostage and Family Forum and my taping and gluing posters on the Upper West Side of 
Manhattan how important they became.  Family members of hostages felt supported.  Family members of hostages knew 
there were people who would not allow their loved ones to be forgotten in the dungeons of Hamas tunnels.  Returning 
survivors were sustained by the action and hope offered by the posters. 
 

But not everyone shared those beliefs.  The film depicted the microcosm of the deep ideological rift regarding the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict among Americans.   It dove into the controversy which turned New York City streets into battlegrounds of 
pro-Israeli verses pro-Palestinian activists.  
 

As pro-Palestinian supporters and anti-Zionists defaced and tore the posters, a conflict being fought 5,500 miles away was 
being litigated on the streets of Manhattan and so many other cities. The film maker: Nim Shapira interviewed and captured 
the diversity of voices on both sides of the explosive issue. 
 

The audience seated in our full sanctuary, realized that Shapira’s film asks as many questions as it answers. It is a brilliant 
exercise in empathy while exposing the toxicity of anti-Semitism, anti-Zionism and misogyny. 
 

I do not think any audience is fully prepared for what they see on screen. The film is emotionally wrenching and passionately 
gripping while at the same time touching emotional triggers in the hearts of the witnesses.  The film touched me deeply.  Just 
months before the attack, I had been in Kibbutz Nir Oz sharing coffee, laughs and life with several kibbutz members. I have 
friends who know some of the innocent people murdered.  I have friends whose children are serving in the IDF. I know people 
who ran down to the Gaza Envelope to set up showers, laundry facilities and food service for our soldiers.  I have written 
biographies of most of the 251 hostages and feel a kinship with each of them.  My Sundays with the Hostage and Family 
Forum and rallies have connected me in a very personal way.  I am not alone in these connections.  Many TBT members also 
have abiding connections.  Even without a direct connection, for the mere fact that we identify as Jewish, we are connected 
and family. 
 

One of our teenagers remarked that they respected that Shapira showed both sides of the conflict. 
Another congregant acknowledged the creativity of the film and said: “The film was wonderful and the interview with the 
filmmaker made it particularly special and informative.”  Having Nim Shapira with us gave the audience the opportunity to ask 
him pertinent questions and learn more of the behind-the-scenes process.   
 

TORN does not discuss politics and now with the return of all the living hostages and most of the deceased (this article was 
written the end of October), the posters are no longer 
necessary.  Yet, until they are all home and have a Jewish 
funeral, the country and many so deeply connected cannot 
begin to heal.   
 

Here in America, the poster war uncovered the centuries-old 
disdain for Jewish people and the State of Israel: the 
indigenous homeland of the Jewish people.  The posters may 
be gone, but the hate they exposed has been infused in the 
social and cultural fabric of our lives.  Torn does not offer a fix 
but it does end with a message of hope.  In the darkest of 
times, the one thing upon which Jews hold tight is hope. 
 

L’Shalom: Rabbi Poticha 
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Chai Club Program 
Technology and the Constitution  

Monday, December 8, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. 

All Temple members are invited to this free program! 
We will also celebrate December and January birthdays. 

Drinks, snacks, and desserts will be served. 
Questions? Contact Jay Schoenberg at (516) 476-0989 

or Email Jaydiane@yahoo.com 

Temple B’nai Torah, 2900 Jerusalem Ave., Wantagh, NY 11793 

Please join us live at the temple as James Coll will speak to the 
group about how the Constitution, many of its clauses written in 
the 18th century, has been applied to new technology. The 
discussion will include some speculation about how our courts 
might continue to blend the document’s original text and modern 
reality in the future. 

James Coll is an adjunct professor of American and Constitutional 
history at Nassau Community College. He has written numerous 
articles for Politico, The Hill, Newsday and others and is the 
founder of ChangeNYS.org, a not-for-profit dedicated to 
promoting honest, open, and responsive government in our state.  

TBT’s Inaugural Family Getaway 
Villa Roma Resort, Callicoon, NY 

10/18 & 10/19 was full of fall 
fun for several TBT families! 
Thanks to Gregg Wallis for 
organizing this weekend 
including a spiritual hike led 
by Rabbi Bar-Nahum, bingo, 
great meals, puzzles and a 
trip to the site of Woodstock! 
We hope this becomes an 
annual event! 



Visit tbtwantagh.org for the latest information  TBT Voice 17

When we think about our congregation, we think about the moments that have bound 
us together: celebrating holidays side by side, watching our children and grandchildren 
grow up on the bimah, finding comfort in times of loss, and joining our voices in prayer. 
Temple B’nai Torah has been more than just a synagogue—it has been our spiritual 
home, a place where Judaism comes alive in ways that touch each of us deeply. 

We now have an opportunity to ensure that this home endures for generations to 
come. That’s why we are excited to introduce our new TBT Legacy Society program. 

The idea of legacy is woven into Jewish tradition. In Pirkei Avot we are taught: “You 
are not obligated to complete the work, but neither are you free to desist from it.” For 
millennia Jews have embraced this teaching by building schools, synagogues, 
libraries, and community centers—acts of love and responsibility for those who would 
come after. A legacy gift is the modern expression of this timeless value: ensuring that 
the Jewish life we treasure continues long beyond our own lifetimes. 

Our story here in America is also one of legacy. The synagogues we worship in today 
were founded and sustained by those who came before us—immigrants and 
visionaries who invested in the future of Jewish life in this country. They understood 
that their gifts would allow future generations to pray, learn, and celebrate together in 
freedom. We are the beneficiaries of their generosity, and now it is our turn to carry the 
legacy forward. 

A legacy gift is not about giving today—it is about including Temple B’nai Torah in 
your estate planning, whether through a will, a retirement account, a life 
insurance policy, or any number of new, modern programs. It is a way of planting 
seeds now that will continue to grow long after we are gone. 

Across the Reform Movement, hundreds of congregations have embraced Legacy 
Giving programs. They have found that these commitments secure the financial 
future of their communities while strengthening the spiritual bonds between 
generations. For us, it means that those that follow us will always have a place to 
gather, to learn, to celebrate, and to live “Jewishly.” 

In the months ahead, you’ll hear more about the many ways you can participate in this 
historic effort. You will also hear stories from fellow members who have already made 
this sacred commitment. Each story is different, but all are expressions of love for our 
congregation and faith in its future. 

We invite you to reflect on what Temple B’nai Torah has meant in your life, and to 
consider how you might create your own legacy here. If you’d like to learn more, 
please reach out to us at LegacySociety@tbtwantagh.org. 

Together, we can ensure that the light of our congregation shines 
brightly for generations to come. With gratitude and warmth, 

Temple B’nai Torah Legacy Society Committee 

AAlliissaa  BBaarroouukkhh  JJeennnniiffeerr  BBrroowwnn  SStteepphhaanniiee  GGiiwwnneerr  
LLeess  KKuullee  HHeeaatthheerr  LLoorreennzz  AAmmyy  NNeeiiddllee  

CCoonnttiinnuuiinngg  OOuurr  SSttoorryy  TThhrroouugghh  LLeeggaaccyy  GGiivviinngg  
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CASH CALENDAR WINNERS
OCTOBER

10/4 726 Robin Wasserstein

726 Jordan Glatter

10/14 523 Sharon & Ben Cernese

10/16 333 Micky Alterman

10/22 304 Barbara Ringlen

10/26 404 Stan Brosowsky

10/27 225 Janet Walter

 

 

mailto:lifelonglearning%40tbtwantagh.org?subject=
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 N
 dates. 

Any concerns, please reach out to Ellice at: ellice823@.yahoo.com or 
 

Jennifer Brown 
Adam Lorenz 
Sheryl Goldstein 
Marvin Berg 
Diane Lewis 
Les Kule 
Stephen Ettinger 
David Gellman 
Justin Pasternak 
Jeff Brody 
Leslie Ashinoff 
Michael Tumbarello 
Lynne Happes 
Larry Gelb 
Michael Rosenfeld 

Allan Cohen 
Jack Zuckerman 
Steven Langenthal 
Seth Marshall 
Dorian Marshall 
Ronald Cholewa 
Karen Liebovitz 
Jennifer Lew 
Joyce Ogrodnik 
Matthew Novet 
Jodi Luce 
Marcia Bernstein 
Irina Gershengoren 
Jason Broder 
Jeremy Gorman 

Laurence Brown 
Sheldon Amin 
Maxine Jacobs 
Janet Goldstein 
Stephanie Dittrich 
Sheila Konsker 
Ira Salzman 
Jeremy Taffel 
Michael Steinman 
Jacob Daniel Scherer 
John Castellvi 
Shirley Gellman 
Steven Cooperberg 
Susan Beller 
Jeremy Sessler 

Leslie Feder 
Rob Saunders 
Mark Feinstein 
Mark Plavin 
Aviva Jiran 
Richard Langsam 
Steve Block 
Judy Kule 
George Bernstein 
Stephanie Crocco 
Larry Rosenzweig 
Ellen Berman 
Amy Neidle 

UUnniioonnggrraammss  

JOIN US IN WISHING A HAPPY JANUARY BIRTHDAY TO: 

JOIN US IN WISHING A HAPPY JANUARY ANNIVERSARY TO: 

To send your wishes, circle the names of those you wish to send a Uniongram. Please sign greeting as you would like it to appear.  
Leave list in the temple office box designated “UNIONGRAMS”, or mail to: Ellice Toscano @ 3655 Woodbine Avenue, Wantagh, 
NY 11793. Make check payable to: TBT SISTERHOOD. 
 

ALL LISTS MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 
 20TH, OR REQUEST CANNOT BE PROCESSED. 
 

Number of Uniongrams @ $1.25 each _____________________________________________ 
 

Sign as: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Rosalyn and Howard Walowitz 
Jacqueline and Jeremy Binckes 
Barbara and Jerome Hirschhorn 
Marni and Dennis Cashton 
Penny and Steven Katz 
Irina and Albert Gershengoren 

mailto:ellice823%40yahoo.com?subject=
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SPECIAL FUNDS AND DONATIONS 
 
The giving of Tzedakah for a birth, birthday, Bet Mitzvah, wedding, anniversary, or death is part 
of our heritage. Your generosity provides for Temple B'nai Torah to sustain programs for our 
members. An inscribed card is mailed to the person named, acknowledging your gift. We thank 
you for your donation.  
 

For either the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund or Cantor’s Discretionary Fund, Capital Fund or 
Endowment Funds, please make your check payable to the fund; for all other fund donations, 
please make your check payable to TEMPLE B’NAI TORAH, 2900 Jerusalem Avenue, Wantagh, 
NY 11793-2025. 

 
Below is an up-to-date list of temple funds:   
Adult Education Fund/    Mitzvah Makers Fund         
      Lifelong Learning            Lowell Golden Center Fund 
Adult Library and the Rabbi Deanna   Music Fund in Memory of Cantor  
     Pasternack  Children’s Library Fund       Walter Lewis 
Beautification Fund           Past President’s Fund 
Bishop Family Bet Mitzvah/    Prayer Book Fund 
    Religious School Fund            
Blau (Matthew) Drama Fund           School Enrichment 
Chapel Fund        Social Action/Social Justice Rosenheck:  Note specify 

donations to the Garden in your memo line 
College Fund            Memorial Fund 
Floral Fund             Tallit Fund 
       Torah Fund 
Friedman Stage Fund                          Tot Shabbat Fund 
General Fund/Gift of Love           Tzedakah Fund  
Goldblatt Fund for Disabled           Youth Activities Com. Fund/YAC   
Holocaust Education     Weinstein (Bernard) Fund 
     Memorial Fund               

 
Special Memorial Funds 

 

Judy Bardavid Fund                         Doris and Ed Kliegman Adult Education Fund 
Stephen Bigman Fund     Dr. Pat Kussoy Fund                       
Harvey Beller Fund                          Rose Mandel Holocaust Education Fund 
Harvey Cohen Fund                        Rabbi Raab Fund                             
Steven Cohen Fund                           
 

Temple B’nai Torah DONATION FORM (Include with your donation.) 
 

Donation $____________________________________________Date__________________________________________ 
To (which fund) _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 In Memory of _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 In Honor of _________________________________________________________________________________ 
               In Appreciation of _________________________________________________________________________ 
Name and Address of Donor ____________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Person to be Notified of Donation ________________________________________________________________ 
Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Acknowledgement Sent ___________________ 
TBT Voice __________________________________ 
Book Plate __________________________________ 
 

Please call the Temple office (516-221-2370) with any questions. 
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TZEDAKAH 

 
RABBI BAR NAHUM’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In memory of: 
Harriet Snyder from DeeAnn Coniglio 
Harriet Snyder from Joyce Zimmerman 
In appreciation of: 
Funeral for Elyss Schwartz from The Schwartz Family 
Unveiling for Richard Ament from Tracey Ament & Family 
Baby naming for Cassidy from Lori & Richard Kelly 
Prayers of healing & unveilings from Joyce & Rick Rappaport 
Funeral for Steven Rosenberg from The Brown Family 
Baby naming for Logan from The Buckley Family 
Nathaniel’s Bar Mitzvah from The Broder Family 
In honor of: 
Wedding of Dara Kraut from Ellen & Jeff Kraut 
 
CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In appreciation of 
Nathaniel’s Bar Mitzvah from The Broder Family 
 
THE FRIEDMAN STAGE FUND 
In memory of: 
Dennis O’Donovan from Brian & Joan Levy 
 
GIFT OF LOVE 
From:  Marissa Golub 
            Jordan Zecher 
            Max Kramer 
            Ronni Mayo 
In honor of: 
The Lev Family from Dorian Rehfield Marshall 
In memory of: 
Harriet Snyder from Renee & Pierre Delafranconi 
Harriet Snyder from Elliott Greenberg 
Harriet Snyder from Amy & Dan Neidle 
Harriet Snyder from JoAnn & Lloyd Portnoy 
Harriet Snyder from Dee & David Greenberg 
Barbara Levine from Dee & David Greenberg 
Derrell Rentz from Andrea & William Rifkin 
Muriel Inden from Joyce & Sam Star 
         
ROSE MANDEL HOLOCAUST FUND: 
In memory of: 
Stephen Mandel from Jan & Stan Friedman 
Stephen Mandel from TBT Circle of Friends 
Derrell Rentz from Regina White Chereskin 
Harriet Snyder from Regina White Chereskin 

 
SOCIAL ACTION FUND & GARDEN FUND 
In memory of: 
Aurelia Fund from Adrienne Robb Fund & Jay Fund 
Robert Robb from Adrienne Robb Fund & Jay Fund 
Harriet Snyder from Jason Newman 
Harriet Snyder from Jenn Schnitzer 
Harriet Snyder from Mandy Greene 
Muriel Inden from Andrea & Mark Chanzis 
Muriel Inden from Todd & Robyn Weinstein 
Annette Robb from Adrienne Robb Fund & Jay Fund 
Harriet Snyder from Jo-Ann & Lloyd Portnoy 
In honor of: 
Birth of Joyce & Sam Star’s new grandson, Rowan from 
Andrea & Mark Chanzis 
 
MUSIC FUND 
In honor of: 
TBT Sisterhood from Cantor Timman 
In memory of: 
Darrell Rentz from TBT Circle of Friends 
 
MITZVAH MAKERS FUND 
In memory of: 
Harriet Snyder from Allan Hoberman 
 
PRAYERBOOK FUND: 
In memory of: 
Emanuel Lubin from Stan Brosowsky 
 
ADULT EDUCATION FUND 
From: Jay Schoenberg 
           Rachel Heit 
           Marc Herbert 
In appreciation of: 
All lifelong learning opportunities from Rona & Bob Kauffman 
Lifelong learning showing of Torn from Andrea & Mark 
Chanzis 
 
LIBRARY FUND: 
In memory of: 
Harriet Snyder from Lorna & Bob Levy 
Harriet Snyder from Lisa & Mark Derwin 
Harriet Snyder from Tom & Ellice Toscano 
Harriet Snyder from The Kurtzman Families 
Harriet Snyder from Ellen & Jeff Kraut 
Harriet Snyder from The Teachers at TBT 
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Rosalie Rosenbach  from Anne Rosenbach 
Melvin Ettinger from Stephen Ettinger 
Lorie R. Schultz from Nancy Shapiro 
Sidney Gotlieb from Jo -Ann & Lloyd Portnoy 
Rita Emanuel from Paula Rubin 
Joseph H. Alterman from Edward Alterman 
Arthur Blutman from Alan Blutman 
Richard Ament from The Ament Family 
Martin Gerhardt from William BarDavid 
Patricia Jacoby from Jill Tretola 
Richard Nova from Jill Tretola 
Robert Nova from Jill Tretola 
Maria Nova from Jill Tretola 
Laurie Greenbaum from Richard Epler 
Nathan Klein from Jan & Stan Friedman 
Sidney Sol Salberg from Susan Healy  
Lorie Schultz from Nancy Shapiro 
Harriet Snyder from Emily Goldman 
Diane Greenberg from Janet Langenthal 
Henia Sukienik from Gail Galo 
Joseph Askin from Jeffry Wengroff 
Gurly Maus from Kathy Kliegman & Tom Maus 
Phyllis Maus from Kathy Kliegman & Tom Maus 
Marilyn Wilk from Lori & Larry Wilk 
Ethel Sprackman from Marilyn Amin 
Chester H. Sprackman from Marilyn Amin 

Harold Packer from Leslie Packer 
Harry Weitzner from Fran Harelick 
Jay Nachbar from Fran Harelick 
Edna Einbond from Anne Paley 
Eva Lewis from Janine Berg 
Paul Freed from Heidi & Glenn Rosen 
Beth Rifkin from Andrea & William Rifkin 
Robert Benarr from Lori & Larry Wilk 
Irina Lyubarskaya from Boris Likht 
Edgar Ringlen from Barbara Ringlen 
Julius Rehfield from Dorian Marshall 
Adele Feldman from Dan Feldman 
Michael Finkelman from Jody Ratner 
Blossom Kramer from Gloria Kramer 
Robert Barry Deutsch from Bernard Deutsch 
Dave Albert from Harvey Albert 
Carole Gaine Corr from Kathleen Glasberg 
Marvin Kopelman from Marshall Kopelman 
Diana Weissman Shulman from Jules Weissman 
Shepard Kurtler from Eugene Goldberg 
Bernard Green from Carole Abramson 
Gertrude Abramson from Charles Abramson 
Bernice Fried from Merri Fried Quinonez 
Eileen Weidenbaum from Bernice Albert 
Amy Greer from Hannah Schrier 
Ginger Weinstein from The Weinstein Family 

YAHRZEITS 

(cont’d) 
 
HARVEY BELLER FUND 
In memory of 
Irwin Walowitz from Howard Walowitz 
Harriet Snyder from Elisa Blank 
 
TOT SHABBAT 
From: Andrea Bernardo 
 
YOUTH ACTIVITIES FUND 
From: Lisa Derwin 
In memory of: 
Harriet Snyder from TBT Sisterhood 
In honor of:  
Bat Mitzvah of Arielle Minkowsky from Dee & David 
Greenberg 
 

 
 
BEAUTIFICATION FUND 
In memory of: 
Muriel Inden from Ellen & Jeff Kraut 
In honor of: 
Sandra Dabrusin’s 90th birthday from Ruth Sussman 
Sarita Keyser’s 90th birthday from Brian & Joan Levy 
Sarita Keyser from Iris Kelmenson 
 
THE BLAU DRAMA FUND: 
From: Gail Rosner 
 
YISKOR ELOHIM:  
Muriel Inden, mother of Sheryl Rubin 
 
 
 

TZEDAKAH 
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DISCOUNT 

WITH THIS 

AD 

Need a Notary?  
 

Robert Goodman  
Is offering Notary Services 

Free 
To TBT Members 

 

Reach out at robgoodman56@gmail.com 

Are You Hosting  

a Simcha at TBT? 

  

  
  
  

NNeeww  CCaatteerriinngg  PPaacckkaaggeess  
AAvvaaiillaabbllee!!  

 
DDeelliicciioouuss    **    AAttttrraaccttiivvee    **    AAffffoorrddaabbllee    

  

Catering options for your in-Temple event 

priced from as little as  
$8 to $43 per person 

 

For detailed catering packages and 
ordering details: 

 

Contact:  Sisterhood Catering Manager, 
Laurel Klein at 516-884-6507 or  

TBTLaurel@gmail.com for more information. 
You can also visit our website or click the link 

below: 

Please contact the Lifelong Learning Committee    
lifelonglearning@tbtwantagh.org,  

with any questions about these or any of our programs. 
2900 Jerusalem Ave, 
Wantagh, NY 11793 

ZZiioonniissmm::  NNoott  aa  DDiirrttyy  WWoorrdd  
AA  55  sseessssiioonn  CCoouurrssee  wwiitthh  RRaabbbbii  BBaarr--NNaahhuumm  

SSuunnddaayyss,,  1100::0000  aamm  ––  1111::3300  aamm  
NNoovveemmbbeerr  33,,  1177,,  2244,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  88,,  1155  

 

In the aftermath of the October 7 attacks, Zionism has been 
misunderstood, misrepresented, and attacked.  In this course, we will seek to remind ourselves of 

the origins of Zionism in Jewish thought and prayer beginning in the year 70 and until the 19th Century.   

Then we will turn our attention to the early Zionist thinkers, learning who they were, what inspired 
them, and how their influences spread.  Together, we’ll explore how today’s Israel compares to the 
varied Zionists’ visions.  We will also examine how Zionism has been the target of attacks, beginning 
well before October 7, and how Jews in America might best respond.  No experience necessary, all 
texts will be studied in English. 

MITZVAH MAKERS 
 

The Mitzvah Makers committee is looking for 
volunteers to help our members in many 
varied ways: from rides to phone calls to 
shopping to bringing cheer.  Make a New 
Year’s resolution to help others and become 
part of our team of helpers! 
 

We are here to lend an ear, provide cheer, 
and help where there is a need! 
If you are in need of a ride, a phone call or 
some shopping, we are here for you! 
 

Please contact Mitzvah Makers through  
Amy Neidle at agneidle@gmail.com 

or 917-734-2575 

YAHRZEITS 

Marie Levy from Brian & Joan Levy 
Ida Wein from Debra & Rob Saunders 
Sheldon Wein from Debra & Rob Saunders 
Rhoda Wein from Debra & Rob Saunders 
William Gardner from Ruth Selig 
Calvin Kitay from Barbara Kitay 
Allen Asher from Barbara Kitay 
Doris St.George from Yolanda & Ira Friedman 
Florence Berg from Marvin Berg 
Paula Brukier from Michael Horwitz 
Mary Christie from Joni & Steven Christie 
Howard Marmell from Judith Kamler 
Yetta Futernick from David Swawite 
Ida Masonsnick from Fran Harelick 
Shirley Pincus from Susan Healy 
Bernice Salzman from Ira Salzman 
Miriam Wengroff from Jeffry Wengroff 
Robert Benarr from Lori & Larry Wilk 
Sylvia Herman from Harriet Ostroff 
Rose Horwitz from Michael Horwitz 
Seymour Gaylinn from Gloria Kramer 
Vera Horowitz from Edward Horowitz 

Rose Rubin from Paula Rubin 
Milicent Pennie Meltzer from Jayne Krompier & Abe Meltzer 
George Seldin from Kathy Kliegman & Tom Maus 
Barbara Phillips from Kathy Kliegman & Tom Maus 
Benjamin Hochberg from Irene Nelson 
Leah Hochberg from Irene Nelson 
David Nelson from Irene Nelson 
Sadie Wasserman from Irene Nelson 
Gerald Kugal from Morton Kugal 
Sarah Gononsky from Gerald Gononsky 
Albert Beldner from Janis & Jim Beldner 
Evelyn Beldner from Janis & Jim Beldner 
Seymour Wilk from Lori & Larry Wilk 
Irving Slutsky from Sondra Spielberg 
William Drezen from Lori Freeman 
Rose Berg from Michael & Janine Berg 
Lydia Wolfman from Leslie Feder 
Rebecca Chain from Francine Tepper 
Louis Kamper from Maureen Domiguez & Helene Kamper 
Betty Pomeranz from Peter Pomeranz 
Jack B. Factor from Lauren Klein 
Irving Forman from Fran Harelick 
Harold Salzman from Ira Salzman 

DISCOUNT
 WITH THIS

 AD

mailto:ellice823%40.yahoo.com?subject=
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Monument AD for VOICE 

Size of business card 

 

STAMPS & COVERS 

FOR THE COLLECTOR 

US AND FOREIGN, EBAY SALES 

CONTACT BRIAN LEVY- 516-781-4966 

BELLOBL@GMAIL.COM 

Ellie Dayton
President

edayton@ totaltravelmgmt.com 

www.totaltravelmgmt.com
3828 Niami Street

 Seaford, New York 11783
516-222-9229 Fax 516-222-9242

 In Business 45 Years

Happy Thanksgiving from  
 

 
“We Do Not Buy or Sell Jewelry…We Appraise It”  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Barry S. Block, G.G, C.S.M.-N.A.J.A., A.S.A., A.S.G. 
Master Gemologist Appraiser® Registered Master Valuer 

 

Jewelry Consultant and Appraiser 
 

55 Cherry Lane, Suite 102, Carle Place, NY 11514 
516-248-8130 

 

www.jewelryjudge.com  bblock@jewelryjudge.net 

Happy Chanukah from  
 

 
“We Do Not Buy or Sell Jewelry…We Appraise It”  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Barry S. Block, G.G, C.S.M.-N.A.J.A., A.S.A., A.S.G. 
Master Gemologist Appraiser® Registered Master Valuer 

 

Jewelry Consultant and Appraiser 
 

55 Cherry Lane, Suite 102, Carle Place, NY 11514 
516-248-8130 

 

www.jewelryjudge.com  bblock@jewelryjudge.net 

Happy Chanukah from  
 

 
“We Do Not Buy or Sell Jewelry…We Appraise It”  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Barry S. Block, G.G, C.S.M.-N.A.J.A., A.S.A., A.S.G. 
Master Gemologist Appraiser® Registered Master Valuer 

 

Jewelry Consultant and Appraiser 
 

55 Cherry Lane, Suite 102, Carle Place, NY 11514 
516-248-8130 

 

www.jewelryjudge.com  bblock@jewelryjudge.net 
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Michael C. Horwitz, CPA, P.C.

76 Massapequa Avenue 
 Massapequa, New York 11758

516-850-5472
E-Mail: mhorcpa@aol.com
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Did you know that Bingo is our 
biggest fundraising effort?  

 

The Bingo Team is looking for 
Volunteers for the Wednesday 
Afternoon and Thursday Night 

Games 
Volunteer for an hour or two, or become 

a “regular.” 
There is a job for every level 

of time commitment! 
For more information, reach out to Judy 
Kule at judykule@gmail.com or Call 

the TBT Office 

NNEEEEDDSS  YYOOUU!!!!  

TTeemmppllee  BB’’nnaaii  TToorraahh    
JJuuddaaiiccaa  SShhoopp  

Open Sundays by appointment 
For all your Chanukah  
Home and Gift needs 

For more information 

CCoonnttaacctt  MMaarryyaannnn  
mtgross68@gmail.com
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Main Telephone: 516-221-2370
Ext. 
#10 -  Marilyn Pomeranz, 
	   Congregation Liaison
#11 -  Michelle Goldstein, 
	   Office Administrative Assistant
#13 -  Eileen Schneyman, 
	   Executive Director 
#15 -  Andrew Larrea,
	   Bookkeeper, A/R & Billing	   
#19 -  Cantor Rica Timman
#20 -  Kitchen
#21 -  Rabbi Daniel Bar-Nahum
#22 - Patti Perri, 
	   Religious School  Admin. Assistant
#24 -  Sheryl Gordon, 
            Religious School Director
            Mark Derwin,
	    Youth Group Director

Rabbi Emeriti:
	 Rabbi Sanford Jarashow z”l
	 Rabbi Albert Lowenberg
	 Rabbi Robert Raab  z”l
Cantor Emerita: 
    Cantor Ellen Weinberg

Mission Statement
Temple B’nai Torah is a diverse 
caring congregation that embraces 
a progressive and inclusive vision of 
Reform Judaism through worship, 
study of Torah and righteous 
deeds. We are creating a multi-
generational home in our region by 
staying connected to our roots, as 
well as offering spiritual enrichment, 
Jewish education and community 
engagement.

TEMPLE B’NAI TORAH
Tel: 221-2370
Fax: 221-5082

Emergency Tel: 516-500-3682
WEB SITE: www.tbtwantagh.org

 Rabbi Daniel Bar-Nahum
Cantor Rica Timman

Rabbi Janise Poticha, Ph. D

THE VOICE
is published monthly
by Temple B’nai Torah

 EDITOR - Jo-Ann Portnoy
Email: tbtvoice@tbtwantagh.org

CO-EDITOR - Ilene Hellman
Email: Ilenetbt@gmail.com

The TBT  
  Voice 
 

 

2900 Jerusalem Avenue 
Wantagh, NY  11793 

Address Correction Requested 

  

Candle Lighting 

 

October, 2025 
 

October    3  6:16 pm 
October  10  6:05 pm 
October  17  5:54 pm 
October  24  5:44 pm 
October  31  5:35 pm 

 

You are cordially invited to dine with your fellow members at the 
ANNUAL CHAI CLUB MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON 

 

Elisa’s Ristorante 
2754 N. Jerusalem Road, Bellmore, NY 11710 

Sunday, November 2, 2025 - 12:30 – 4:00 P.M. 
(Please use the parking lot entrance) 

 

Your lunch will include: 
Choice of Salad: Garden or Caesar 
Choice of Pasta, Choice of Entrées 

Served with Asparagus & Red Bliss Potato 
Coffee, Tea, Occasion Cake & Unlimited Soda, Included Cash Bar 

Entertainment after Lunch 
 

The cost is $41 for Chai Club members, $50 for non-members. 
 

Make checks payable to TBT Chai Club. Mail your check and the form below to be received in the temple by Friday, October 21st or place 
it in the Chai Club mailbox in the office. 

 

Call Sharon, 516-322-8126, or email Ben, bencernese@gmail.com, with any questions. 
 

(Please add $18 to your remittance if you haven’t paid your 2025-2026 Chai Club dues) 
 

I (WE) will attend the Chai Club Luncheon on Sunday, November 2, 2025 at 12:30pm 
 

NAME(s)       
 

PHONE    , Email      
 

Please sit me (us) with*:     *(we will do our best with the seating requests) 
 

Amount Enclosed: Member(s)   Non-Member(s)    

Address Label Here 

Postage Here 

The TBT  
  Voice 
 

 

2900 Jerusalem Avenue 
Wantagh, NY  11793 

Address Correction Requested 

  

Candle Lighting 

 

December, 2025 
 

December    5  4:10 pm 
December  12  4:11 pm 
December  19  4:13 pm 
December  26  4:17 pm 

For more information contact:  ronakauffman@yahoo.com 


