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The Holiness of Study and Learning 
 

As I introduced at this year’s High Holy 
Days, the learning theme for the year will 
revolve around the Hebrew term  קדושה
kedushah, often translated as holiness.  The 
core meaning of the term has to do with 
setting something apart as special.  

Throughout this year, we’ll be focusing our studies on 
deepening our understanding of this term, learning what it may 
have meant to our ancestors compared to our contemporary 
usage, and finding the ways that we can imbue our lives with 
additional kedushah.  We’ll begin the month of October with 
Yom Kippur, during which we read from the Torah portion 
known as Kedoshim, wherein God commands us to be holy as 
God is holy.  The notion of kedushah is so prevalent in our 
tradition, that once we start to look for it, we can’t help but start 
to see it all over the place.  I look forward to exploring this topic 
with you!   

 

The Lifelong Learning Committee and I have planned 
for a text course tracing the origins of the term in our scriptures, 
in order to gain an understanding of the history of this term, 
which finds its way into so much of our Jewish life and our 
Jewish actions.  The Hebrew root is the origin for the terms 
Kiddush (blessing over the wine) and the Mourner’s Kaddish 
(prayer in honor of the deceased).  It’s also found in every 
mitzvah blessing we say.  When we announce “asher kidishanu 
be mitzvotav” in the blessing over the candles, for example, we 
say that through the commandments, God has made us holy.  
What this means, we will explore together in our course which 
begins on Sunday, October 23.  More details can be found on 
page 28 of this edition. 

 

In addition to this learning opportunity, our students in 
the Religious School will be focusing on the theme of holiness in 
various ways.  We’ll be helping our young people to begin to 
understand about the holiness of space, the holiness of time, 
and the holiness of objects.  When we welcome our Torah 
Scribe in December for our special Torah Restoration Weekend, 
we will focus on our holy words and our holy Torah.  This will 
culminate in a burial of holy words later this spring (more 
information to come).   

 

Finally, I’d like to be sure to welcome you to our 
Simchat Torah celebration on Sunday, October 16, where we’ll 
also celebrate the ceremony known as Consecration.  This 
ceremony welcomes our new students into the tradition of study.  
The term consecration is derived from the Latin root for 
holiness.  So, when we welcome our students to the act of 
study, why do we call it a ritual of consecration?  What is it 
about this ceremony that deems that our young students are 
made holy through it?  Though we can’t be certain of the origins 
of the use of the term for this ceremony, it is based on traditions 
going back centuries that on the first day of a student’s learning, 
they would lick honey from a slate with the Hebrew alphabet on 
it, so as to always associate learning with sweetness.  For our 
ancestors, honey and sugar would have been available, but not 
as common as it is for us.  It would be used sparingly, and for 
special purpose. 

 

Today, we offer our students a sweet treat as we 
welcome them into study.  And, in using the term consecration, 
we begin to teach our children, as we were taught by our 
parents, about the holiness of learning.  The learning we do as 
Jews is holy because it is special.  It is special because it 
connects us to our God and to our ancestors.  It is special 
because it pushes us to see that education is not just an 
intellectual pursuit, but also a spiritual one.  Study is understood 
as a commandment of God.  The Talmud teaches us that when 
two gather to study Torah, the presence of God dwells between 
them.  We consecrate ourselves as holy when we study, as we 
are reminded in our blessing for study, which includes that 
“asher kiddishanu” phrase.  We consecrate our young ones 
because they need to learn how their study about these holy 
words, these holy ideas, and the Holy One of Blessing makes 
them holy, too.  Just like it does for all of us. 

 

May we all find many ways in this new year to make 
ourselves holy through our study and our learning! 

 

With Blessings, 
Rabbi Daniel Bar-Nahum 

RABBI’S MESSAGE 
Rabbi Daniel Bar-Nahum 

WOULD YOU LIKE A BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY,  
TRAVEL, etc., BLESSING?  

 

You can arrange for a blessing for any Friday night.   
 

Call the Temple office - 516.221.2370 
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Although some of our TBT musical 
programming has been on hiatus during 
these past couple of pandemic years, we 
are blessed with congregants who love 
music and love to participate through 
music. Now it is time to begin to bring back 
our choirs! But what are the benefits of 
being in a chorus?  

 

Musicality: Singing in a choir improves the way you hear music. 
It draws out your innate musical abilities and intensifies your 
appreciation of harmony.  
Mental Health: Studies show that choral singing benefits brain 
function, reinforced feelings of togetherness, and the release of 
endorphins and oxytocin resulting in reduced stress. 
Confidence: Singing together in a choir gives you permission to 
make a joyful noise as part of a group, building confidence and 
singing as leaders of our congregation. 
Physical: Singing in choir is a great workout for your lungs! 
Breathing deeply opens up the diaphragm and oxygenates the 
blood, strengthening the whole body. Singing helps with posture 
and tones your stomach muscles.  
Belonging: We have been through an isolating period of time 
unlike any! Being together in a choir creates community and a 
feeling of belonging. We have fun together and learn some of 
the best contemporary and traditional settings of our Reform 
tradition. We forge social bonds, support each other and make 
new friends! So, what are you waiting for?  
 

About our Adult Choir: Since this past Spring our High Holy 

Day Adult Choir has been reacquainting themselves with the 
majestic settings of our tradition. I am indebted to them for their 
tremendous efforts, meeting for long rehearsals, safely masking 
and supporting each other as musical settings were perfected. 
Back on the bima, they partner with Rabbi Bar-Nahum and me, 
and our Music Director, Sean Cotty to help make the High Holy 
Days meaningful and beautiful for our sacred community. As we 
look past these High Holy Days, our Adult Choir will continue 
throughout the year to meet to sing at select services.  
 

About B’nai Shir Choir: Co-led by Emily Altman and me, B’nai 
Shir has been on hold since the onset of the pandemic. 
Rehearsals are set to begin October 16th. B’nai Shir Junior 
Choir (3rd-6th grades) and B’nai Shir Teen Choir (7th-12th grades) 
participate at Family Services.  
 

The pandemic made it virtually impossible for choirs to meet as 
we learned that singing spreads the virus much easier to each 
other. Our TBT Reopening Task Force has been focused on our 
community’s needs, and as we begin our post High Holy Day 
choir rehearsal schedule we will continue to consult with our 
experts on the protocols we will offer to safely be together.  
 

Please be in touch with me for more information about our 
choirs and to sign up. Bring your voices and enjoy creating 
beautiful musical moments at our services…and make new 
musical friends! We are just kicking off the New Year and 
although you can start anytime, this is a great time to join!   
 
B’shira, 
Cantor Rica Timman  

NOTES FROM OUR CANTOR 
Cantor Rica Timman 

 

August Winners  -  2022 Cash Calendar 

8/2 114 Micky Alterman 
  Caryn Bergman Bigman 
8/8 311 Micky Alterman 
8/10 104 Esther Singer 
8/11 118 Adam Star 
  Leah Tulon Rappaport 

8/20 418 Cindy Talisman 
  Susan & David Rifkind 
8/28 329 Beverly Diamond 
8/29 168 Lane Rubin 
8/31 172 Susan Barnett 
  Jo-Ann Portnoy 
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October 15   Alyssa Abrons     Mitchell & Debbie 
 

Hi, I am Alyssa Abrons, and I am an eighth grader at Woodland Middle School in East Meadow.  I am a member 
of the National Junior Honor Society.  I play the clarinet and perform with my school band as well as the Nassau 
Suffolk Performing Arts Honor Band.  I enjoy musical theatre, visiting Broadway as often as possible, and I have 
performed in the past two productions of the TBT Jr. Players.  I have two amazing dogs, Bella and Bailey, whom I 
love to play with.  In my spare time, I volunteer at a local puppy store helping to socialize the new arrivals before 
they find their new homes.  I would like to thank Rabbi Bar-Nahum, Cantor Timman and Morah Altman for all 
their help preparing me for my Bat Mitzvah. 

MAZEL TOV TO OUR 
B’NAI MITZVAH AND THEIR FAMILIES 

October 15        Sarah Wallis     Gregg & Elina 
 
Hi! I am Sarah Wallis, and I am an eighth grader at Jonas Salk Middle School in Levittown. I love spending my 
summers at Camp Eisner in Massachusetts and seeing all of my friends there. I love my dogs Sheleg and 
Jammer. I want to thank Rabbi Bar-Nahum, Cantor Timman and Morah Emily for helping me prepare for my Bat 
Mitzvah. 

October 22       Evan Korman    Paul & Polly 
 
My name is Evan Korman and I am an eighth grader at Grand Avenue Middle School in Bellmore. I enjoy playing 
the trumpet, running cross country and track and hanging out with my friends. For one of my Bar Mitzvah mitzvot, 
I’m collecting sneakers to recycle and will donate the money to The Inn supporting the homeless and hungry on 
Long Island. I want to thank Morah Emily, Cantor Tinman, and Rabbi Bar-Nahum for helping prepare for my Bar 
Mitzvah. 

October 22   Maxton Shafran    Brad & Allison 
 

My name is Maxton Shafran.  I am in 8th grade at Woodland Middle School.  I love playing and watching hockey 
and play for the Long Island Royals.  I am also on my school's tennis team - my dad is my main coach!  I enjoy 
volunteering at the Long Island Rabbit Rescue as well as caring for my own rabbits - Fred and Gilbert.  I would 
like to thank my parents, all my teachers and especially Morah Emily, Cantor Timman and Rabbi Bar-Nahum.  I 
am honored to remember Morah Barsh on my special day. 

October 29   Benjamin Ledoux    Stacy 
 

My name is Benjamin LeDoux. I am an eighth-grader at Grand Avenue Junior High School. I enjoy playing 
basketball, riding my bicycle, playing video games, traveling, cooking and shopping. I enjoy spending time with 
my friends and my family. I have a love for all animals, and especially enjoy spending time with my dogs. My 
favorite subjects in school are social studies and science. A special thanks to my family, my Uncle Gary, Mrs. 
Baram, Mrs. Altman, Cantor Timman and Rabbi Bar-Nahum for helping me prepare for my Bar-Mitzvah.  
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AA  bbiigg  ""tthhaannkk  yyoouu""  ttoo  aallll  ooff  TTeemmppllee  BB''nnaaii  TToorraahh''ss  
GGoollff  OOuutitinngg  ssppoonnssoorrss  aanndd  ttoo  tthhoossee  ggoollffeerrss  wwhhoo  
hheellppeedd  mmaakkee  tthhee  ddaayy  ssuucchh  aa  ssuucccceessss..  
  
AAllll  wwhhoo  ppllaayyeedd  hhaadd  aa  ggrreeaatt  titimmee,,  wwoonn  ssoommee  tteerr--
rriifificc  rraafflfflee  pprriizzeess  aanndd  eennjjooyyeedd  tthhee  ccaammaarraaddeerriiee  
wwiitthh  oouurr  ffrriieennddss  aatt  tthhee  EEaasstt  MMeeaaddooww  BBeetthh--EEll  
JJeewwiisshh  CCeenntteerr..  
  
UUnntitill  nneexxtt  yyeeaarr,,  
DDaavviidd  GGrreeeennbbeerrgg,,  GGoollff  OOuutitinngg  CChhaaiirr  

Happy Fall!  I don’t know about you but I’m 
looking forward to cooler temperatures, 

pumpkin spice everything and a new year of Youth Group!! 
All children, grades 5 – 12, should check out what the Youth 
Groups at Temple B’nai Torah are doing!  If you are in high 
school, we have meetings almost every Monday night.  If you 
are in grades 5 – 8 we have amazing in-house and outside 
events.  Last year we played Q-Zar and went to the Country 
Fair.  We will have an amazing Chanukah party as well as the 
Chocolate Seder.  You won’t want to miss these programs. 
High School students should join us Monday nights 10/24 and 
10/31.  Everyone else should join us Sunday 10/16.  Please 
check your email for more information about these programs.  If 
you are not gett ing email ,  please let me 
know: mderwin@temple-bnai-torah.org 
You do not need to be a student in the religious school to come 
to Youth Group meetings.  All are welcome.  I hope to see you 
soon! 
Sincerely, 
Mark Derwin   

YOUTH GROUP 

 

BROTHERHOOD MEMBERS 
 
 

THIS IS A (FREE) MEMBERSHIP DINNER FOR BROTHERHOOD MEMBERS WHO 
HAVE PAID THEIR 2022-2023 BROTHERHOOD DUES 
  

Wednesday - October 26th 
Dinner starts at - 7:00 PM  

 
We will be bringing in Kosher food, sides, drinks and desserts. Join us for this gala dinner. 

 
YOU MUST RSVP BY FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21STFOR THIS DINNER. 

WE CANNOT ACCEPT WALK-INS. 
 

New Temple Members are invited to this dinner. 
 

PLEASE RSVP TO LES RICHARDS AT  
lesrichards@verizon.net  

 
Social Action Food Project:  

Don’t forget to bring a Non-Perishable Food item when coming to the Temple. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ATxRkXP-WW7U2gp6pKnCj0jTSIx9KtcFmEC7zz1OYSQ/edit#gid=0
http://mderwin@temple-bnai-torah.org 
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THE BROTHERHOOD OF TEMPLE B’NAI TORAH 
SPONSORS ITS 27th ANNUAL WINTER FUNDRAISER 

 

HOLIDAY VENDOR FAIR 
 

SUNDAY, November 27, 2022 
9 AM – 4 PM 

Holiday Vendor Fair will be held outdoors & indoors  
Vendors: ONLY $50 for 16’ wide Outdoor Space  

Or 9’ wide Indoor Space  
ALL MONEY FROM SPACE RENTALS GOES TO THE TEMPLE BROTHERHOOD FOR FUNDRAISING. 

 
NEW MERCHANDISE, ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES 

DISCOUNTED PRICES  BARGAINS GALORE 
LOCAL MERCHANTS - INDIVIDUALS  

QUALITY VENDORS  FREE ADMISSION 
Highly trafficked corner                Advertising provided 

Temple B’nai Torah 2900 Jerusalem Av, Wantagh, NY 11793 
For info CALL (516) 322-8130 or e-mail brotherhood@temple-bnai-torah.org  

Vendor contracts available in Temple office, by e-mail, by fax 
or on Temple website: www.tbtwantagh.org (see events)  

Introducing our TBT HUB! 
 

We have a new and exciting way to share information about our awesome Temple.   
Click and explore THE HUB.  The Hub will be regularly updated so check back for the latest flyers, forms, 
and links.  Questions?  Reach out to Jeff Minkowsky at jminkowsky@gmail.com if you need any help at all. 

 

http://www.tbtwantagh.org 
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Hello my Fellow Congregants, 
I hope everyone had a good summer and the kids are going 
back to school. I would like to thank Anony Baroukh, Mark 
Chester, Scott Kohn, Jimmy LoNigro, Ira Salzman, Alan Smith, 
and Vic Wurtzel and myself for cooking and doing a great job for 
the “Back to Shul BBQ” on September 2nd. May I say it was a 
nice turnout. Thank you to all the Brotherhood members who 
ushered for the High Holy Days. Thanks to Alan Smith and the 
Brotherhood members that will be helping out during the free 
Yizkor Service. Our Brotherhood breakfast started off with a 
bang and we hope our Temple members will keep coming to the 
breakfasts. Also, might I say the Brotherhood dinner was 
awesome – good food, a good speaker and most of all good 
people at the dinner.  
 
REMEMBER – it is not too late to join Brotherhood and join us 
at the free Brotherhood Paid-Up Dinner on October 26th. So, if 
you have not joined our Brotherhood sign up to enjoy our 
dinners with programs, help with what we do for the Temple and 
develop new relationships. 
 
Sincerely, 
Eric Altman, President 

BROTHERHOOD NEWS 

Fall is in full swing, and Sisterhood is hosting our 
Paid-Up Dinner on October 18 in the Social Hall.  

Please see the flyer in the scroll, temple mailing or on our 
Facebook page for details.  We hope to see you then! 
 

Do you have a special event coming up like a birthday, 
anniversary or other simcha you would like to celebrate at 
Friday Night Shabbat Services?  If so, why not sponsor the 
Oneg.   For your $125 donation, Sisterhood will buy a special 
cake, fruit and other goodies in your honor to share with the 
congregation.   Your name will be read from the bimah and 
listed on the scroll.  What a wonderful way to share with your 
community! 
 
Yours in Sisterhood, 
Maryann 

SISTERHOOD NEWS 

Hello again and happy Fall to everyone!  Hope 
you all had a great summer – I know we did.  Among other 
events, in addition to our Board Brunch (honoring Board 
members past and present) and a successful Long Island Ducks 
outing (they won!), we enjoyed a marvelous “Food & Flick” 
afternoon in Bellmore, and we are back on land after a beautiful 
boat ride on the Great South Bay and a delicious dinner 
afterwards in Bay Shore.  I want to extend a special “thank you” 
to Ira & Yolanda Friedman, who as our Activities Co-Chairs time 
and again provide memorable outings for us.   We are so lucky 
to have them.  I’m so proud of the many different activities that 
we turn out for.  We get out, we do great things, we enjoy each 
other’s company, and we have so much fun. 
 
“Fun” is such a big part of Circle of Friends.  Our members are 
long-time good friends, and most-welcomed newcomers.  
Everyone looks forward to getting out and having a great time.  
As we welcome the new season, we are planning big things, 
and tossing around many ideas for upcoming events.  A wine 
tasting?  A cooking class?  A spooky Halloween at Old 
Bethpage Village?  How about an afternoon at the Vanderbilt 
Planetarium, or “Oktoberfest” in Bellmore?  And that’s just a 
sample.  We have lots up our sleeves, and, as always, we 
welcome our members’ input, suggestions, and imagination.  
Stay tuned!  There’s so much to enjoy out there:  Won’t you join 
us? 
 
It’s been a hard few years, as we’ve had to temper our natural 
enthusiasm to get out and go, with thinking twice about the risks 
involved.  With great faith and belief in each other, we have 
pushed forward towards happier times ahead, and we can’t wait 
to do even more.  We thank all our members for their support 
and enthusiasm.  And, as always, our door is wide open for you! 
 
Vicki Goldberger 
President, Circle of Friends 

WELCOME TO OUR CIRCLE! 
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As we continue through the High Holy Days, we wish you a happy and meaningful New Year and hope that you and yours will be 
inscribed and sealed for a good year. 
 

Last month, we started our Annual High Holy Day Food Drive. Thank you to Elijah Baroukh for his inspiring words on behalf of 
those struggling with food insecurity. This particular Food Drive continues through the High Holy Day season, ending on October 17. 
However, please know that we collect food for various local pantries throughout the year and hope that you will consider bringing a 
non-perishable food item with you whenever you come to TBT. 
 

Civic Engagement: Next month’s General Election is an important one, and we urge everyone to be sure their registration is up to 
date, to learn how/when to request absentee ballots (if needed), to make use of early voting opportunities, to learn about and 
consider candidates carefully, and most importantly, we urge everyone to VOTE. Plan ahead so you will be sure to have a way of 
getting to your polling place. Let us know if you have any questions or need any assistance with any part of the voting process.   
 

There are local and state candidates as well as an Environmental Bond Proposal on this year’s ballot. To view the Ballot proposal and 
all candidates running in your area, go to https://ballotpedia.org/Sample_Ballot_Lookup 
 

Important Dates Regarding: General Election November 8, 2022 
 

Oct. 14 – last day to postmark voter registration form or register in person at Board of Elections (BOE) 
Oct. 24 – last day to postmark application for absentee ballot  
                To request an absentee ballot, go to https://absenteeballot.elections.ny.gov/ 
Oct. 29 – Early Voting Begins - To see early voting sites/dates/times go to 

https://www.nassaucountyny.gov/DocumentCenter/View/37720/FINAL-Nassau-Early-Voting-Flyer-NOVEMBER-2022-
5_26_22?bidId= 

Nov. 6 – Early voting ends 
Nov. 7 – last day to apply in person for absentee ballot 
Nov. 8 – last day to postmark ballot for general election 
Nov. 8 – last day to deliver absentee ballot in person to BOE  
 

The Garden at TBT is still harvesting and donating crops twice a week we have donated 0ver 2000 lbs. of produce to those in need! 
By the time you read this, the numbers will be even higher! Newsday included our garden in their reporting on the difficulties food 
pantries have been facing in getting fresh produce to their clients and on community gardens, such as ours, that help to meet that 
need.  
 

We always welcome new members! Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, October 26 at 7:00 p.m. (on ZOOM) For information 
about the Social Action/Social Justice Committee, the Garden at TBT, or any of our projects, contact Rona Kauffman at: 
ronakauffman@yahoo.com  
or Jason Newman at jaynew4@gmail.com 

SOCIAL ACTION/SOCIAL JUSTICE NEWS 

https://ballotpedia.org/Sample_Ballot_Lookup 
 https://absenteeballot.elections.ny.gov/ 
https://www.nassaucountyny.gov/DocumentCenter/View/37720/FINAL-Nassau-Early-Voting-Flyer-NOVEMBER-2022-5_26_22?bidId= 
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Monday, October 24, 2022 
7:00 pm - On Zoom 

 

Sal St. George Presents 
 

The Making of Young Frankenstein 
 

Meeting ID: 378 036 6300    
Passcode: 465021   

Phone Access:  1 646 876 9923 
 

or click on this link 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3780366300?pwd=dXVKcE9yRzlHQk5ZVExqeUFnTmgvZz09 

 
No charge  

 
Celebrate October Birthdays   

 
Questions? E-mail bencernese@gmail.com  

 
INTERVIEWERS NEEDED - ARE YOU INTERESTED? 

 

Are you interested in being on Temple’s Nominating Committee to help interview and 
choose candidates for our next Executive Committee and Board of Trustees? 

 

 We are looking for 3 volunteers from the congregation to serve on this committee.  We are 
also looking for 1 volunteer to be an alternate. The committee will also consist of 2 members from 
the Temple Board of Trustees, and 1 alternate from the Temple Board of Trustees.  The alternates 
are required to    attend all meetings.  
 
What’s involved – You will need to be available for meetings (ZOOM or in person TBD by 
committee members) beginning in January and culminating in June at the Annual Congregational 
Meeting.  Schedule of meetings will be decided upon by the committee.   
 You will have the responsibility of interviewing candidates, and as a committee, vote on the 
nominees whose names will be included on the voting ballot for next year. 
 
All names submitted for the Nominating Committee will be considered, and a vote will be taken 
by the Board at its November meeting when the 4 spots will be decided upon.  The Chairperson of 
the Nominating Committee will be elected by the Committee during its first meeting. 
 
If you have any questions and/or would like to be considered, please email me by October 15th at          
Deesisters@gmail.com or call me at 516-413-9335.   
 
Thank you, 
Dee Greenberg, President 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3780366300?pwd=dXVKcE9yRzlHQk5ZVExqeUFnTmgvZz09
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Hello from the PTA! 

Fall is really in full swing now, the leaves are changing into their beautiful colors, and the year 5783 has begun.  

The PTA continues its busy schedule of activities and enrichment, supplying delicious apples and honey to Religious School 
classes during Rosh Hashana—getting together to prepare and deliver them is always a fun time—and this month we are looking 
forward to our “Sleepwear in the Sukkah” event on October 15.  Especially for children in grades K-4, this fun late afternoon event 
includes a story, craft, and pizza, and ends with a sweet and spicy Havdalah service.  Religious school students and their siblings 
are all welcome, along with at least one parent. Look for our registration flyer for details. 

Upcoming meeting dates are Sunday, October 2 in person at TBT (9:15), and on November 6 on Zoom (9:30).  We have a 
lot of fun things going on and we hope you will join us. 

As we approach Yom Kippur, I wish you g’mar chatima tovah and an easy fast. 

PTA UPDATES 

TO ENCOURAGE THE REDUCTION OF SINGLE USE PLASTICS 

- WHICH ARE DESTRUCTIVE  TO THE ENVIRONMENT -

SA/SJ IS SELLING REUSABLE METAL WATER BOTTLES

WWee  eennccoouurraaggee  yyoouu  ttoo  ppuurrcchhaassee  bboottttlleess  ffoorr  yyoouurr  wwhhoollee  ffaammiillyy,,  aanndd  ttoo  
bbrriinngg  tthheemm  aannyy  ttiimmee  yyoouu  ccoommee  ttoo  TTBBTT      iinnsstteeaadd  ooff  ssiinnggllee  uussee  bboottttlleess..  

TThheessee  wwaatteerr  bboottttlleess  aarree  aallssoo  ppeerrffeecctt  ffoorr  sscchhooooll  oorr  wwoorrkk  aanndd  wwiillll  sshhooww  
ooffff  yyoouurr  TTBBTT  pprriiddee!!  

CCoosstt::    11  bboottttllee  $$1100  oorr  22  bboottttlleess  ffoorr  $$1188  
Funds raised will support SA/SJ projects and initiatives.  

Name: __________________________________________________ Email: ___________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________ 

# of Water Bottles: ___________    Total enclosed: _______________ Check # ______________ 

Please make all checks payable to Temple B’nai Torah (with “SA/SJ Water Bottles” in the memo) and drop off, with  completed 
order form, in Temple office or mail to 2900 Jerusalem Ave., Wantagh, NY  11793 

Questions?  Rona Kauffman at ronakauffman@yahoo.com or Freyda Kolinsky at xword15@aol.com 



Visit tbtwantagh.org for the latest information  TBT Voice 13

December 2 - 4, 2022 

SSaavvee  tthhee  DDaattee  

Friday, 
December 2nd 

 
Shabbat 
Dinner 

6:15 pm 
 

Services 
7:15 pm 

Sunday, 
December 4th 

 
Hourly 

restoration 
sessions with 

the Torah 
scribe 

beginning at 
10:15 am 

 
 

 for  is included and 
will 
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MMAAZZEELL  TTOOVV  TTOO……  

 
Dee & David Greenberg on the birth of their granddaughter Emma Rose 
Lynne & Marty Happes on the birth of their grandson, Joshua Daniel Happes. 
Dave Schuster on the birth of his granddaughter, Isabella Rose 
Elaine Wyetzner on the birth of her great grandson, Shai Hillel Shamir 

 

Why participate in writing a Torah? 
 

 

 

Words of Torah are usually in our mouths.  We chant the words of Shema and V’ahavta at every 
service.  These words come from the fifth book of the Torah, Deuteronomy.  With these words, God 
tells us how we’re supposed to interact with the words of Torah.  We are to place them on our hearts.  
In doing this we show that we love God with all our hearts, souls, and might.  Rabbi Abraham Ibn Ezra, 
who lived in Spain in the 12th century, explains that loving God with our hearts really means loving 
God with all the knowledge we have, since the heart was the source of knowledge for our ancestors.   
 
One way to increase our knowledge is to participate in an action: to experience.  Writing a letter or a 
word in a sefer Torah is a way for us to experience words of Torah in a physical way.  So often for us, 
words of Torah are ephemeral – ideas passed through generations, lessons we learned as children, or 
a story of people from long, long ago.  Our Tree of Life can be hard to grasp, sometimes.   
 
Writing in the Torah can help us connect not just to the specific scroll we’ll be repairing, but to Torah 
as a whole, and to the idea that as Jews it’s not just about the words we learn, but about ensuring that, 
as the V’ahavta reminds us, we teach these words diligently to our children.  In scribing in a Torah, we 
are participating in an action of l’dor vador, from generation to generation.  
 
Through this writing, we participate in an action of loving God with our hearts, souls, and mights: an 
action borne of the covenant with God.  If we follow the Torah, God will bless us. There is great power 
in our holy words and our holy scroll, but we know that it’s not the letters themselves that lead to 
holiness in our midst; it’s our actions that do that. In writing these letters, which the midrash refers to 
as “black fire on white fire”, we commit to action. We say that we know that these words require that 
we look after them, that we make sure they are clear and bright and legible for the next generation. 
And in doing so, we reaffirm our connection with all the words in the scroll. By dedicating ourselves to 
the act of keeping our Torah scrolls in excellent condition, we dedicate ourselves to the act of keeping 
God’s call.  
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Beautification Help Wanted 
 

We are looking for a few creative, artistic members with a good eye for design, 
to help beautify our building.  Responsible for attending one 
Beautification meeting/month, and as needed.  
 

Interested?  Please call or text Ellen Kraut at 
   516 606-3677 or email her at jak3555@aol.com 

Sofer, Artist, Master Teacher, Scholar:  Neil H. Yerman has done ground breaking 
work all over the world including Germany, Canada, Europe and the United States. 
 

As a sofer he has restored ten Sifrei Torah at Temple Sinai of Roslyn and written a 
new Sefer Torah commemorating the 150th anniversary of Congregation Emanu-El in 
New York. 
 

Sofer Yerman enjoys sharing his passion for the preservation and understanding of 
the physical Torah scrolls and the wisdom and importance of each letter. He enjoys 
teaching and working with congregants of all ages. Congregants of our legacy 
temples have had the privilege of learning from him. 
 

Neil utilizes his extensive knowledge in the art of Gematria (Jewish numerology) and 
uses this technique and its Kabbalistic underpinnings which opens up new worlds of 
meaning and understanding of the Torah, Jewish life, living and the concepts of 
peace, justice and tikkun olam.  
 

Born in Brooklyn, Sofer Yerman is an accomplished clarinetist and now resides in 
New York City with his wife Rabbi Jo David. 
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WE NEED YOUR HELP 
 

If there has been a death in your family of which Rabbi Bar-Nahum and Cantor Timman should be aware, or if there is the need  
for a hospital visit for a Temple member, do not assume that "they know" without you having informed the Office.   

 

Please call the Office at 516-221-2370 and provide us with the information so we can keep them informed. 

 
 

TBT Bowling Fun-Raiser 
 

Join Our TBT Family 
in a Fun-filled Bowling Afternoon! 

 
Date 
& Time: Sunday, November 13, 2022 @ 2-4pm 
 
Cost:  $20 per bowler ($80 max per family) 

Make check payable to Temple B’Nai Torah. 
(Please write BOWLING in the memo.) 

 
Includes: Shoes and 2 Hours of Unlimited Bowling 
 
Where: Levittown Lanes, 56 Tanners Lane, Levittown 
 
3 Ways 
to sign up: 1)  Fill out Google form & Mail Check: CLICK HERE 
  2) Email jminkowsky@gmail.com & Mail Check 
  3) Mail form w/ Check 
 

Please RSVP before October 27 
 
 
Mail form w/check: Temple B’nai Torah 
   2900 Jerusalem Ave 
   Wantagh, NY 11793 ATTN:  Bowling Event 

 
Name(s):  __________________________________ Phone:  __________________ 
 
Email:  ______________________________ Total $:  ________ 
 
# of Participants:  ________  Check #: ________  

http://CLICK HERE


Visit tbtwantagh.org for the latest information  TBT Voice 17

2022 HIGH HOLY DAY 
FOOD DRIVE 

Sept 17- Oct 17, 2022 
FOOD PANTRIES ON LONG ISLAND  

STILL NEED OUR HELP 
 

Each year we do what we can to fulfill the  
mitzvah of “Feeding the Hungry” 

Paper bags to fill, as well as envelopes for monetary donations,   
will be provided during prayer book pick up and in the TBT lobby. 

 

Bring your donations of non-perishable food items, including canned proteins and baby foods, 
anytime you come to TBT during the High Holy Days or when you drop off your High Holy 

Day prayer books. Please, no glass jars. 
  Prayer Book Drop-Off Dates: 

Oct 16,  9:30-11:30 a.m.      
 Oct 19,  3-7 p.m. 

 

Food items collected will be donated to Island Harvest   
 

Monetary donations will go to Mazon  
 

For further information or questions, contact Rona Kauffman - ronakauffman@yahoo.com 
or Lisa Shubin- LFSESL@aol.com  
 
 

We are also exploring more opportunities to support local pantries year round 
Please let us know if your school runs a food pantry. 

 

Are You Hosting a Simcha at TBT? 
 

Sisterhood offers several delicious, attractive,  
& affordable catering options  

for your in-Temple event. 
 

Contact Sisterhood Catering Manager  
Laurel Klein  

at 516-884-6507 or TBTLaurel@gmail.com  
for more information. 

MITZVAH MAKERS 
 

We are here to lend an ear, provide cheer, 
and help where there is a need! 

 
If you are in need of a ride, a phone call or 

some shopping, we are here for you! 
 

If you would like to volunteer in any way 
you can, you can be here for others! 

 
Please contact Mitzvah Makers through 

Amy Neidle at: 
agneidle@gmail.com or 917-734-2575 
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Brotherhood/Men’s Club 
EYEGLASS COLLECTION 

 

Recycle your old glasses and sunglasses and help provide 
others with the gift of improved sight!  
 

Look for the collection box in the Temple lobby.  
 

For information contact: Richard Tepper at richardtepper@hotmail.com 

SPECIAL FUNDS AND DONATIONS 
 
The giving of Tzedakah for a birth, birthday, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, wedding, anniversary, or death is 
part of our heritage. Your generosity provides for Temple B'nai Torah to sustain programs for our 
members. An inscribed card is mailed to the person named, acknowledging your gift. We thank 
you for your donation.  
 
For either the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund or Cantor’s Discretionary Fund or any of the Endowment 
Funds, please make your check payable to the fund; for all other fund donations, please make 
your check payable to TEMPLE B’NAI TORAH, 2900 Jerusalem Avenue, Wantagh, NY 11793-2025. 

 
Below is an up-to-date list of temple funds.  Some funds from all legacy congregations have been 
combined, with Temple Board and family approval.  
 
Adult Education Fund                   Funds used to sponsor Adult Ed. Programs. 
Adult Library and the Rabbi Deanna Pasternack Children’s Library Fund 
           Funds used for purchases for our library. 
Beautification Fund              Funds used for the upkeep of the building & grounds. 
Bishop Family B’nai Mitzvah/Religious School Fund 
           Funds used for Bar/Bat Mitzvah and school programs. 
Blau (Matthew) Drama Fund        Funds used for the Temple Show (E. Solomon oversees). 
Blumenkranz (Fred) Fund        Funds used for the eternal light. 
Caring/Mitzvah Makers Fund       Funds used by the mitzvah makers. 
Chapel Fund         Funds used to beautify/maintain our sanctuary. 
College Fund         Funds used for our college students to celebrate 
           Jewish holidays via mailings and gifts. 
Floral Fund          Funds used for sanctuary flowers. 
Friedman Stage Fund                   Funds used for the upkeep of the stage. 
General Fund/Gift of Love       Funds used for the running of our temple. 
Goldblatt Fund for the Disabled 
           Funds used for adaptive equipment for physically challenged. 
Holocaust Education 
   Memorial Fund         Funds used to maintain our memorial and Holocaust section 

       of the library and provide special youth scholarships. 
Lowell Golden Center Fund       Funds used for mailroom equipment. 
Music Fund in Memory of Cantor Walter Lewis 
           Funds used for special musical events. 
Past President’s Fund                   Funds used to purchase plaques for past presidents. 
Prayer Book Fund         Funds used to purchase new prayer books. 
Rabbi Raab Fund          Funds for youth programs. 
School Enrichment        Funds used for Jewish education. 
Social Action /Social Justice Rosenheck Memorial Fund 
           Funds used to promote social action and justice. 
Tallit Fund          Funds used to clean tallit. 
Torah Fund          Funds used to pay for repair of religious articles. 
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Tot Shabbat Fund         Funds used for our tiny tots’ program 
Tzedakah Fund         Funds used for Tzedukah. 
Youth Activities Com. Fund       Funds used for our temple youth.           
Weinstein (Bernard) Fund       Funds used for Youth/Conclave. 

 

Special Memorial Funds 
Judy Bardavid Fund (Gift is given to worthy confirmand) 
Stephen Bigman Fund 
Harvey Beller Fund (Administered by Brotherhood-provides an award to a worthy student) 
Harvey Cohen Fund (Temple supplies at the discretion of the Cohen Family) 
Steven Cohen Fund (Temple supplies at the discretion of the Cohen Family) 
Edwin Kaminsky Fund 
Doris and Ed Kliegman Adult Education Fund (Fund used for adult education programs) 
Matthew Klein Fund  
Dr. Pat Kussoy Fund (Fund used for youth camps, particularly the disabled) 
Rose Lowenberg Fund 
Rose Mandel Holocaust Fund 
Ellen Paley Fund 
Rabbi Raab Fund (Fund used for summer camp scholarships) 
Scherzer Fund-Youth Fund 
Helen Solomon Fund (Fund used at discretion of Martin & Elliot Solomon) 
Yucht Scholarship Fund (Funds used for a gift for a deserving confirmand) 
Zelman Fund  
I. Zuckerman Fund  

 

Temple B’nai Torah DONATION FORM (Include with your donation.) 
 

Donation $___________________________________Date:        
 

To (which fund):             
 

 In Memory of:             
 

 In Honor of:             
 

 In Appreciation of:            
 

Name and Address of Donor :           
 

               
 

Person to be Notified of Donation:           
 

Address:              
 

Acknowledgement Sent:            
TBT Voice __________________________________ 
Book Plate __________________________________ 
 

Please call the Temple office (516-221-2370) with any questions. 
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 Simcha (Hebrew: מְחָה  :Hebrew pronunciation ; שִׂ
(simcha), Yiddish pronunciation: (simcha) is a Hebrew 
word that means gladness, or joy, and is often used as 
a given name.  
 
Have you recently celebrated a simcha… 
A life event; engagement, marriage, the birth of a child 

or a grandchild, there are so many celebrations. Anything that has brought 
happiness and joy; graduation, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, the list is endless!  Share your 
news with your Temple B’nai Torah fellow congregants. Everyone loves exciting 
news! 
 
You can email the TBT voice at jport1029@gmail.com, and we will share the 
news!! 

CANTOR WALTER LEWIS MUSIC & CHOIR FUND 
In appreciation of:   
Our Temple Choir from Jayne Krompier 
 
GIFT OF LOVE 
In honor of: 
Matthew Rosalia from Shellie Rosalia 
 
STEVEN COHEN MEMORIAL FUND 
In memory of:  
Harvey Cohen from Bernice Cohen 
Sylvia Roskin from Bernice Cohen 
 
SOCIAL ACTION FUND & GARDEN FUND 
In appreciation of: 
Our temple community from Jayne Krompier 
Rabbi & Cantor’s anniversary blessings from Jan & Stan Friedman 
In memory of: 
Lewis Zimmerman from Linda Hartig 
Martin Weinstein from Elllice & Tom Toscano 
Mark Rosen from Arlene & Bob O’Connell 
 
RABBI ROBERT RAAB SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
In honor of: 
Birth of Felix Kanter from Marlyn Appelt 
Rita Hofer from Ellie Dayton 
Rita Hofer from Riva Meyer 
Birth of Joshua Happes from Janis & James Beldner 
Jan Friedman’s special birthday from Janis & James Beldner 
In appreciation of:   
Birthday & anniversary good wishes from Arthur & Beverly Miller 
 
ADULT LIBRARY & RABBI DEANNA PASTERNAK CHILDREN’S 
LIBRARY FUND 

In memory of: 
Jeff Kaplan from Arlene & Bob Kagan 
Sorol Lee Sussman from Ruth Sussman 
 
THE ED & DORIS KLIEGMAN ADULT EDUCATION FUND 
In memory of:  
Doris S. Kliegman from Kathy Kliegman & Tom Maus 
 
PRAYERBOOK FUND 
In memory of:   
Pauline Dornfeld from Stan Brosowsky 
 
SHABBAT PRAYERBOOK 
In honor of: 
Rita Hofer from Ellice & Tom Toscano 
 
HARVEY BELLER FUND 
In memory of 
Irwin & Bernice Streickler from Sharon & David Forman 
 
ONEG SHABBAT & FLOWER FUND 
Bat Mitzvah of Alyssa Abrons from Mitchell & Debbie Abrons 
Bat Mitzvah of Sarah Wallis from Gregg & Elina Wallis 
Bar Mitzvah of Evan Korman from Paul & Polly Korman 
Bar Mitzvah of Maxton Shafran from Brad & Allison Shafran 
Bar Mitzvah of Benjamin Ledoux from Stacy Schoenbach-Ledoux 
 
YISKOR ELOHIM: 
Martin Weinstein, father of Todd Weinstein 
Mark Rosen, brother of Bonnie Skibins 
Leila Miller, mother of Stacy Laibach 
Ava Solomon, sister-in-law of Rita Drucker 
Judith Langer, mother of Pam Kurland 
Madeleine Winters, congregant 

TZEDAKAH 
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YYAAHHRRZZEEIITT  FFUUNNDD 

The custom of reciting Kaddish in memory of a parent or other beloved member of 

your family at the time of Yahrzeit is an ancient and revered practice.  According to 

Jewish tradition, it is  customary to make a memorial contribution in memory of the 

anniversary of the Yahrzeit of your dear departed. 

YAHRZEITS: 
Cecile Pomerantz from Cheryl Rauch Popper 
Allan Hofer from Rita Hofer 
Jack Wainberg from Ruth Lowenberg 
Helen Dayton from Ellie Dayton 
Alfred Drucker from Carol & Marty Drucker 
Walter Popper from Joseph Popper 
Sam Weitzner from Fran Harelick 
Ira Glick from Gloria Glick Fischer 
Fannie Mayerowitz from Laura & Mel Yorke 
Louis Oberman from Jane & Walter Oberman 
Osias (Bud) Rosner from Carol Rosner & Family 
Gloria Finkelman from Jody Ratner 
Nelson Lallathin from Diane Lewis 
Genevieve Wasserman from Rona Kauffman 
Stephen Allen Moser from Stephen & Dale Ettinger 
Chester H. Sprackman from Marilyn Amin 
Ethel Sprackman from Marilyn Amin 
David Stolak from Janine & Michael Berg 
Rosa Blaier from Gail Calo 
Elaine Stolar from Robin Freed 
Rose Benarr from Lori & Larry Wilk 
Irving Pomeranz from Peter Pomeranz 
Al Horwitz from Michael Horwitz 
Jack Weinstein from Marvin Weinstein 

Donald Gouveia from Barbara Gouveia 
Mary Gomes from Barbara Gouveia 
Arnold Shapiro from Barbara Gouveia 
Riva Aronow from Edith Naps 
Jack Weinstein from Marvin Weinstein 
Gary Weil from Zelda Goldstein 
Anna St. George from Yolanda & Ira Friedman 
Kimmie Maus from Kathy Kliegman & Tom Maus 
Sol Rifkin from Andrea & William Rifkin 
Claire Rifkin from Andrea & William Rifkin 
Adolf Meirowitz from Andrea & William Rifkin 
Blanche Kraut from Ellen & Jeff Kraut 
Max Cohen from Mindy & Allan Cohen 
George Price from Herb Price 
Robert Hyman from Joyce & Rick Rappaport 
Samuel Pachernick from Leslie Packer 
Lawrence Cohen from Gail Cohen 
Linda Finkelstein from Michelle Yelner 
Alice Leichman from Judy & Mark Herbert 
Belle Schneiderman from Linda Pollack 
Raymond Asher from Barbara Kitay 
Robert Berman from Ellen Berman 
Leila Scheier from Hannah Feldman 
Fay Shapiro from Barbara Gouveia 
Kielman Karlin from Sharon & Mark Chernoff 
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Michael C. Horwitz, CPA, P.C.

76 Massapequa Avenue 
 Massapequa, New York 11758

516-850-5472
E-Mail: mhorcpa@aol.com

½ OFF CARDS 
(IAVARONE BROS SHOPPING CENTER) 

ADDITIONAL 15% OFF CARDS, GIFTS, BALLOONS & GIFT BAGS 
EXCLUDING DISCOUNTED TOYS, ALUMINUM, SALE ITEMS – NOT VALID MAY, JUNE, 

DECEMBER, MINIMUM $5.00 PURCHASE 
MUST PRESENT THIS COUPON. VALID AT WANTAGH LOCATION ONLY 

1/2 OFF CARDS
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Monument AD for VOICE 

Size of business card 

 

 

WANTAGH SHOE REPAIR 
1892 Wantagh Ave, Wantagh, NY  11793 

(516-826-7150) 
 

• SHOES, BOOTS, BAGS, ZIPPERS, JACKETS 
• ALL TYPES OF LEATHER WORK 
• FREE SHINE - LEATHER SHOE REPAIR 
• KEYS MADE,WATCH BATTERIES AND BANDS 

Ellie Dayton
President

edayton@ totaltravelmgmt.com 

www.totaltravelmgmt.com
3828 Niami Street

 Seaford, New York 11783
516-222-9229 Fax 516-222-9242

 In Business 45 Years
Total Travel Management

In Business 45 Years

STAMPS & COVERS 

FOR THE COLLECTOR 

US AND FOREIGN, EBAY SALES 

CONTACT BRIAN LEVY- 516-781-4966 

BELLOBL@GMAIL.COM 

Shana Tova 
5783 

The Jewelry Judge 
 wishes you & your family 

 a year of 
 peace, happiness & good health 

 
 
 
 

 
516-248-8130 • www.jewelryjudge.net 

Barry S. Block G.G., C.S.M.-N.A.J.A., A.S.A. 
Master Gemologist Appraiser®, Registered Master Valuer 

“A Jewelry Judge Appraisal Blends Together Art and Science 
 to Preserve the Past and Protect the Future” 
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• Auto, Home, and Personal Insurance 

 

• Business Insurance 
 

• Life & Health Insurance 
 

• Group Benefits 
 

“We provide insurance solutions for the unexpected!” 

The Excelsior Group
71 South Central Ave

Valley Stream, New York 11580
Phone: (516) 568-0800 Fax: (516) 568-0809

Lane S. Rubin, President 
lrubin@tegins.com 
www.tegins.com 
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BBoobb  AAuuddeettttee                                                516 781-1400 
  OOwwnneerr  
 

   Concord Cleaners 
   3350 Park Avenue * Wantagh NY  11793 

 
Since 1955 

 
Dry Cleaning                        Wedding Gown Preservation 
Shirt Laundering              Household & Drapery Cleaning 
Expert Alterations                   Summer & Winter Storage 
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Main Telephone: 516-221-2370
Ext. 
#10 - Marilyn Pomeranz, 
  Congregation Liaison
#13 - Eileen Schneyman, 
  Executive Director 
#15 - Phyllis Herschlag, 
  Bookkeeper, A/R & Billing
#19 - Cantor Rica Timman
#20 - Kitchen
#21 - Rabbi Daniel Bar-Nahum
#22 - Joann Lino, 
  Religious School Assistant
#24 - Sheryl Gordon 
           Religious School Director
           Mark Derwin
   Youth Group Director
Rabbi Emeriti:
 Rabbi Sanford Jarashow z”l
 Rabbi Albert Lowenberg
 Rabbi Robert Raab  z”l
Cantor Emerita: 
    Cantor Ellen Weinberg

Mission Statement
Temple B’nai Torah is a diverse 
caring congregation that embraces 
a progressive and inclusive vision of 
Reform Judaism through worship, 
study of Torah and righteous 
deeds. We are creating a multi-
generational home in our region by 
staying connected to our roots, as 
well as offering spiritual enrichment, 
Jewish education and community 
engagement.

Email: tbtvoice@tbtwantagh.org

TEMPLE B’NAI TORAH
2900 Jerusalem Avenue

Wantagh, NY 11793

Tel: 221-2370

Fax: 221-5082

Emergency Tel: 516-500-3682
WEB SITE: www.tbtwantagh.org

 Rabbi Daniel Bar-Nahum
Cantor Rica Timman

THE VOICE
is published monthly
by Temple B’nai Torah

 EDITOR- Jo-Ann Portnoy

The TBT  
  Voice 
 

 

2900 Jerusalem Avenue 
Wantagh, NY  11793 

Address Correction Requested 

  

Candle Lighting 
October 2022 

MMaayy  tthhee  lliigghhtt  ffiillll  yyoouurr  ssoouull  wwiitthh  lloovvee  &&  ppeeaaccee!!  

SShhaabbbbaatt  SShhaalloomm!!  

 

October 12  6:07 pm 
October 19  5:56 pm 
October 21  5:46 pm 
October 28  5:36 pm 

We look forward to learning and studying with you. 

Please RSVP to Caryn Suckle at caryn@suckle.net or  
at 516-456-6325 and let us know if you will be joining 

us on Zoom or in person 

 Lifelong Learning  
Sunday Morning Classes  
with Rabbi Bar-Nahum 

Divrei Kedushah: The Texts of Holiness 
What is holiness?  Together we will delve deeply into the origins 
of this word, in Hebrew: Kedushah, in our Sacred Texts and in 
the Rabbinic and modern understanding.  How does our 
tradition use this term and how does it affect how we 
understand our lives as Jews and as humans in 
community?  All texts will be provided in English.  No text 
experience necessary.   

We are excited to offer these classes on ZOOM and in person 
in the Kiddush Lounge. 
Classes will be held on October 23, November 6, November 13, 
November 20 and December 11, all classes begin at 10:00 am 




